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the Jihad ol the ummali 


Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi 
wa Barakatuhu, 

I was asked to write a few words for our 
new blessed magazine, One Ummah. I 
consider it an honour for myself, and I 
pray to Allah that I fulfill this responsibil¬ 
ity duly. So with this brief message 
originating from the depths of my heart, 

I hope to reach your hearts. 

My beloved brothers, 

Jihad is one of the several methods to 
call people to Allah and spread the 
message of His Oneness so that there 
is no persecution in the world. Allah 
(swt) says, ‘And fight them until there is 
no more persecution, and the Deen 
(Religion) is exclusively for Allah alone.’ 
He (swt) further says, ‘And those, 
whom if we empower them on the land, 
establish prayers, pay the zakat (man¬ 
datory alms), enjoin good, and forbid 


evil. And to Allah return all matters.’ 
Jihad has been ordained for defending 
the sanctities of Muslims and lifting 
oppression from the oppressed. Allah, 
the Glorious, says, ‘And what is wrong 
with you that you fight not in the Way of 
Allah, and to defend the oppressed 
men, women, and children, whose cry 
is that O’ Lord, rescue us from this 
place whose dwellers are oppressors; 
grant for us a helper, and grant for us a 
rescuer. Those who believe fight in the 
Way of Allah, and those who disbelieve 
fight for the sake of the Taghout (tyrant, 
Satan). So fight the allies of Satan; for 
the plot of Satan is weak indeed.’ 

The Mujahid vanguard must abide by 
these Divine commandments and en¬ 
sure that it doesn’t become one of 
those about whom Allah (swt) says, ‘O 
those who have believed, why do 
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you preach that which you do not prac¬ 
tice? Verily, it is a grave sin in the eyes 
of Allah for you to preach that which 
you do not practice. Indeed, Allah loves 
those who fight in His way as if they are 
a fortified wall.’ 

The rising tide of Jihad has spread to 
assume leadership of the Muslim Um¬ 
mah in several places. This is an im¬ 
mense blessing that the Muslim world 
had not witnessed for centuries. We 
must not waste this blessing because of 
our sins and shortcomings; rather, we 
must, through our actions, show grate¬ 
fulness to Allah for His mercy, with our 
tongues, our deeds, our hearts. Allah 
(swt) says, ‘Strive thankfully O’ progeny 
of Daud (David), and few amongst my 
slaves are the thankful.’ 

The best way we may show our grati¬ 
tude for this blessing is that the Ummah 
actually sees sincerity in our deeds and 
words. So when we call the Ummah to 
the principle of Shura (consultation), let 
us begin by implementing Shura 
amongst ourselves. When we call the 
Ummah to ruling by the Shariah, let us 
not flee from referring our own matters 
to the Shariah. If we claim to defend the 
sanctities of Muslims, let us stay clear 
of violating these sanctities or aggress¬ 
ing against our Muslim and Mujahid 
brethren. If we call to unity, let us not 
rebel against our own leaders. If we call 
to listening and obedience, let us first 
set the example ourselves. If we call to 
fulfilling pledges and oaths, let us not 
break promises. If we call to expelling 
the foreign invader, let us not destroy 
the Jihadi community by infighting. If we 
call to enjoining good and forbidding 
evil, let us begin by implementing this 
principle on ourselves. 


Do we possess the courage that the 
Shaykh, the Imam, the Reviver, Shaykh 
Osama bin Laden, posessed when he 
addressed Shaykh Attiya with the fol¬ 
lowing words: 

‘Here, we must pay attention to a criti¬ 
cal issue: executing certain operations 
without giving due care to its impact on 
the sympathy of the Ummah towards 
the Mujahideen. We might win certain 
battles by doing so, but we will surely 



lose the war. This necessitates careful 
consideration and comparison of the 
pros and cons of any operation before it 
is carried out... I intend to release a 
message in which I wish to propose 
that we must begin with a new phase to 
rectify some of the errors that have 
been committed by us. By doing so, 
with the permission of Allah, we should 
reclaim the trust of a huge segment that 
has lost its trust in the Mujahideen and 
thereby establish stronger channels of 
communication between the Mujahi¬ 
deen and the Ummah.’ 

So do we possess this courage which 
can make us an example to be emu¬ 
lated by the Ummah, and secure its 
trust and support? 

Our last prayer is that Allah praise be¬ 
longs to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
And may peace and blessings be upon 
our master, Muhammad, his progeny, 
and Companions. 

Your brother, Ayman al Zawahiri 
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OneUmmah 

Aims and Objectives 

All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds. Eventual success belongs to the God¬ 
fearing, and there can be no aggression except 
against the oppressors. May peace and bless¬ 
ings be upon our master, Muhammad, the most 
noble of the Messengers, the Imam of the Right¬ 
eous, and upon his family and Companions. 

‘O’ our Lord! We have believed in your Revela¬ 
tion, and have followed the Messenger, so in¬ 
clude us amongst the witnesses.’ 

We believe in Allah as our Lord, Islam as our 
Religion, the Kabbah as our Qibla, the Quran as 
our Imam, and our master Muhammad, peace 
be upon him, as our Prophet and Messenger. 

Dear Muslim brothers and sisters, may peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you! 

It is our conviction that the prime cause that has 
turned us Muslims into victims and enabled the 
enemy to prolong their occupation of our lands 
is our inability to unite on the basis of the Word 
of Tauheed (Oneness of Allah), and to assemble 
under its banner and organize ourselves as a 
viable force on this solid foundation. This is why 
one of the prime objectives of the message of 
our Prophet, Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
was to achieve a strong unity of ranks among 
the sons of this single Ummah on the basis of 
the Word of Tauheed. We bear witness that our 
Prophet, Muhammad (pbuh), exerted his utmost 
to exhort and advise the Ummah in this respect. 
How can it not be so when Allah (swt) says, ‘Ver¬ 
ily, those who divide their religion and break up 
into sects, you (O’ Muhammad pbuh) have no 
concern in them in the least. Their affair is with 

Allah.’ The worst that he feared about his Um¬ 
mah was that the disease of previous nations 
would spread in it, and the sons of the Ummah 



would dispute with each other as 
they did, and remain divided in 
matters of Religion just as they 
were divided. 

The last half of the previous cen¬ 
tury witnessed some Islamic par¬ 
ties, government sponsored or¬ 
ganizations and ‘Arab leagues’ 
raising the slogan of ‘One Um¬ 
mah’ under the shadow and over¬ 
sight of regimes opposed to Is¬ 
lam. The impact of these entities 
was weak, and they had little to 
show in terms of achievements. 
The underlying reason was that 
those overseeing these organi¬ 
zations were never sincere about 
uniting the Ummah. They would 
say one thing to the Muslim 


masses, but to their imperial 
masters they would simply say 
(as is mentioned in the Quran), 
‘We are (in reality) with you, we 
were only making fun of them’. 
We believe that our Islamic 
Ummah- in spite of the diversity 
of regions, languages and color- 
is one Ummah. Our Lord (swt) 
says, ‘Verily this Ummah of yours 
is one Ummah, and I am your 
Lord, so fear me.’ No reasonable 
person doubts the fact that unity 
between this single Ummah is as 
much an obligatory Islamic duty 
as it is a practical necessity 
dictated by common sense. From 
a purely religious perspective, 
and in the light of Quranic texts, 


we, the believers, are all brethren. And as it has 
been mentioned in the Ahadeeth, the believers 
are like a single body. From a political perspec¬ 
tive, we cannot secure our interests and ward 
off the collective threats facing us today except 
by uniting on the basis of the Word of Tauheed 
and ultimately uniting our diverse regions under 
a single Imam and a single overarching political 
system, Inshallah. 

Muslim unity has preoccupied our agenda, our 
thoughts, our feelings. During the past thirty 
years, the bulk of our propagational and military 
efforts have been dedicated to this end. On the 
basis of our religious and political understand¬ 
ing, we have tried to build bridges and bring 
people together during the course of the previ¬ 
ous three decades. Having said so, we do not 
disown our shortcomings or shy away from ad¬ 
mitting our mistakes. We continue to strive for 
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further bridging the gap of visions, per¬ 
spectives, and agendas between us 
and all those working for the revival of 
the Islamic Ummah. We do so in the 
hope that our collective efforts to liber¬ 
ate minds and lands from foreign he¬ 
gemony will have a mutually reinforcing 
effect. 

We believe that the primary audience of 
our call are Muslim thinkers and our 
brothers who have dedicated them¬ 
selves to Islamic causes worldwide, 
whether in the field of propagation, Ji¬ 
had, or politics. We extend a hand of co¬ 
operation and understanding towards 
them in the hope that with mutual sup¬ 
port and collaboration we may once 
again raise high the flag of Islam. We 
sincerely hope for honesty, cooperation, 
and a positive response from all sincere 
Muslims working to support this Reli¬ 
gion. 

In the contemporary struggle against 
Crusader nations- specifically against 
the modern Western civilization that has 
gradually assumed the role of a rival 
and foe of the Islamic civilization- we 
have witnessed a race to colonize and 
occupy the minds of the Muslim mass¬ 
es. As a response to this challenge, we 
had put our trust in our Lord and exerted 
the best of our efforts to confront a re¬ 
lentless intellectual invasion, one we 
view as an integral part of the modern 
Crusades. We did so by trying to create 
awareness at the intellectual level, rais¬ 
ing morale, and breathing the spirit of 
honor in pure souls. It was a special 
blessing from Allah that he blessed us 
with a reasonable level of acceptance 
and trust among our Muslim brethren, 
and established for us credibility both 
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among friends and foes. This was even 
more so the case when it came to chal¬ 
lenging global disbelief with our limited 
media resources or fighting against it 
militarily. 

As a result, thousands of Muslims from 
all age-groups and backgrounds re¬ 
sponded to our call, and this is what we 
had expected from a resilient Ummah 
that never gives up in the face of adver¬ 
sity. They played their part in fulfilling 
the most pressing obligation of this age. 
While some performed Jihad with their 
souls, others did so by participating in 
the battle of awareness and the Jihad of 
the pen. Their articles in the ‘Talai 
Khurasan’ magazine articulated the call 
of Jihad and conveyed to the Muslim 
masses and intellectuals the stance of 
the Mujahideen in Afghanistan. After 
more than ten years of fighting against 
the Crusader nations, most of the con¬ 
tributors of the magazine have, by the 
Will of Allah, embraced martyrdom. We 
ask Allah to accept their Jihad, bring us 
together in the Hereafter under the 
shade of His mercy, bless us with Divine 
help, grant us a successful ending in 
this world and an honorable position in 
the Hereafter. 

Allah has willed it for us to make a fresh 
beginning and breathe new life into our 
media work by launching a new maga¬ 
zine: ‘One Ummah’. Amidst an ongoing 
war and the possibility of some of the 
contributors attaining martyrdom, we do 
not know if we will be able to continue 
with this effort for a long period of time 
or not. We do hope and pray however 
that the impact of this magazine will be 
felt for a long time. Having said so, we 
wish to renew this promise with our 
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precious Ummah that we shall always 
stand with it, with our hearts and souls, 
in its happiness and sorrow, in ease and 
difficulty. Our goals in this stage basi¬ 
cally represent an extension of the goals 
of the Talai Khurasan’ magazine. 

With the immense blessing and mercy of 
Allah, and due to the sound leadership 
of our leaders in the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan, our Jihadi journey has 
started to bear fruit after eighteen years. 
All praise belongs to Allah alone for the 
successes he has bestowed on his hum¬ 
ble slaves. We are today on the verge of 
a new emerging conflict. This critical 
stage demands from us, whether from 
the intellectual or practical standpoint, a 
deep understanding of the principles of 
unity and harmony amongst those work¬ 
ing for Islamic causes on diverse fronts. 
The situation facing all of us today de¬ 
mands comprehensive and coordinated 
efforts within a framework of unity with a 
view to bringing together all Islamic forc¬ 
es, creating positive synergy between 
them, and mobilizing them for the great¬ 
er battle of Islam in the contemporary 


age; a battle whose arenas are diverse 
and fronts varied; a full-spectrum conflict 
which demands intelligent engagement 
at all levels. 

We thus invite everyone to participate 
with their Mujahideen brothers, each in 
his respective field, to create the suitable 
conditions for the Ummah to be rescued 
from the humiliation that it is living every 
single day. We are in need of continued 
rapprochement with our brothers, step 
by step, leap by leap, so that we may 
truly manifest our sincerity and our de¬ 
sire to see the Ummah succeed. With 
this spirit, we shall cooperate with our 
Ummah, on the basis of piety and God- 
consciousness. So let us prove to the 
world that we are indeed a single, unit¬ 
ed, One Ummah... as our Lord wants us 
to be. And we hold Allah as our witness 
that if Muslims were indeed a united Um¬ 
mah, as our Lord expects them to be, 
they would not have lost Palestine and 
the land of the Two Sanctuaries (the Ara¬ 
bian Peninsula), nor would Muslim re¬ 
gions have seen this succession of pain¬ 
ful tragedies. 


OBJECTIVES OF THE 
MAGAZINE: 

The One Ummah magazine is one 
of the literary and cultural 
publications of the al-Qa’eda 
organization. It forms an important 
part of the intellectual and 
awareness-oriented efforts of the 
organization. 

1. Our ultimate goal is gaining the 
pleasure of Allah the Glorious. Our 
highest aspiration is to succeed, alongside all our brothers working for Islam, in 
helping this Ummah attain a high level of Jihadi maturity and political understanding, 
besides cultivating strong intellectual awareness. 
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2. One of our prime goals is inviting all 
of mankind- with wisdom, sound advice, 
and kindness- to the methodology to 
which Allah calls us to in His book, so 
that humanity in general may be guided 
to the light of Islam and the path of eter¬ 
nal peace. 

3. We strive to spread faith by convey¬ 
ing the message of Islam in its true spir¬ 
it, with all its magnanimity, the magnifi¬ 
cence and universal practicality of its 
laws, the nobility of its aims, the lofti¬ 
ness of its principles, with its ability to 
solve the problems not just of the Mus¬ 
lim world, but of all mankind. And in do¬ 
ing so, we reject all man-made legisla¬ 
tions and systems, be it democracy or 
constitutions based on secularism and 
disbelief. 

4. We believe that the most pressing 
need of the time, the most compelling 
duty of this age, and the shortest and 
surest way to liberate the Ummah from 
the contemporary Zionist-Crusader he¬ 
gemony is to concentrate our military ef¬ 
forts on America and its allies, who have 
not desisted from waging an all-out war 
against Islam and Muslims, violating 
their sanctities, plundering their natural 
resources, and extending their criminal 
support to the forces of apostasy in 
Muslim lands. We believe that amongst 
the highest of virtues in this age is to 
fight the pharaohs of Crusader America 
and her allies. 

5. We strive to the best of our ability to 
unite our ranks with our precious Um¬ 
mah and to secure unity and harmony 
within the diverse parts of the Ummah 
itself. Alongside these efforts, we offer 
our advice on the most appropriate 


methods to confront the imminent dan¬ 
gers facing the Ummah, and deal pru¬ 
dently with the crises that we are pass¬ 
ing through. This is due to our belief that 
the division of a single Ummah into 
small nation-states is responsible for 
weakening the spirit of honor and chiv¬ 
alry in the hearts of Muslims and mak¬ 
ing them shy away from taking pride in 
their Islamic identity. These divisions 
have suffocated and strangulated the 
Ummah within its souls before its lands. 
We believe that the Sykes-Picot division 
of a single Islamic world by the imperial¬ 
ists is akin to breaking a large piece of 
bread into small fragments so that it 
may be devoured easily bit by bit. 

6. We strive to spread the light of the 
Quran and the guidance of the Sunnah 
among our audience so as to purify 
souls and nourish them with faith and 
unwavering belief, ground intentions in 
strong resolve and truthful determina¬ 
tion, base actions on virtuous manners, 
and attain perfection of ethics and mor¬ 
als in individual and collective behavior. 

7. We incite the believers to fight against 
all forms of aggression. We seek to re¬ 
kindle in the hearts of the believers the 
flames of pure emotions inspired by 
faith. We strive to guide the course of 
Islamic military action, correct the path 
of Jihad in case of any deviation, shape 
the views of the Mujahideen, and direct 
their attention and efforts to the press¬ 
ing needs of the hour and the priorities 
of the Islamic cause. 

8. We strive to guide the Muslim mass¬ 
es to shoulder their responsibilities. We 
aim to create awareness in the ranks of 
our precious Ummah regarding the 
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subtler aspects of the crises facing it in 
the course of our common journey. We 
seek to expose the true face of its ene¬ 
mies and explain the possible methods 
to confront them. 

9. We strive to make humble efforts to 
clarify our own position and convey the 
love, loyalty and devotion we possess 
for an Ummah we are a part of and for 
whose dignity we fight. We do so in the 
hope that those who are ignorant of us 
or have been misled may discover our 
reality. 

10. We seek to convey our message, 
strengthen our Islamic bond, and build 
bridges of communication with all those 
working for the Islamic cause in differ¬ 
ent fields, specifically in the arena of Ji¬ 
had, and the fields of knowledge, propa¬ 
gation, and Shariah-based politics. We 
do so with a view to fulfill our sincerest 
desire to achieve a unity of ranks, or at 
least achieve the minimal degree of 
communication, understanding, coordi¬ 
nation, and division of work necessary 
to secure the general interests of our 
beloved Ummah, whether in religious or 
worldly matters. 

11. We encourage maintaining a posi¬ 
tive view of all Muslims and avoiding 
baseless suspicions, specifically in the 
case of figures who have attained fame 
amongst the Muslim Ummah either due 
to their scholarly and propagational con¬ 
tributions or their sincerity and truthful¬ 
ness. We seek to bring an end to the 
environment of hate-mongering and 
leg-pulling targeting those who work for 
the Religion. These differences in our 
viewpoints and jurisprudential conclu¬ 
sions on certain issues do not, in any 


way, necessitate this negative culture. 
However, we do retain the right- and re¬ 
spect the right of others as well- to hold 
accountable and offer sincere advice to 
any Muslim. 

12. As we wage the battle of awareness, 
we are fully aware that we shoulder the 
trust of the integrity of speech. We also 
recognize that the pen is responsibility 
before privilege. We therefore advise 
our beloved Ummah with wisdom and 
sincere advice so that it may succeed it 
in its great journey of freedom and lib¬ 
eration. We collectively strive to prevent 
things reaching a dangerous dead-end 
for the Ummah. 

13. In our collective movement to regain 
our lost Islamic glory, we clearly express 
in front of our Ummah what we believe 
to be the truth. We explain the ways for 
this Ummah to rise to assume once 
again a position of leadership in the 
world. We accept sincere advice and 
correction of errors from every sincere 
person. 

14. Within contemporary Islamic caus¬ 
es, our top priority are the three sancti¬ 
ties: Makkah, Madinah, and Palestine. 
The same holds true for every single oc¬ 
cupied Islamic land, for it is an indispen¬ 
sable part of the greater Islamic home¬ 
land. And by doing so we participate in 
spreading awareness about Islamic 
causes. 

15. We advise the people of knowledge 
and Jihad to set the example in main¬ 
taining healthy relations amongst them¬ 
selves. They must take the lead in being 
magnanimous and forgiving, focusing 
on positive qualities of each other, and 
in times of difficulty recalling the good 
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days they spent with each other. Simi¬ 
larly, they must guide the new genera¬ 
tion to respect the elders, be consider¬ 
ate towards the young, adhere to 
decency in its manners, and give up 
quarrels, meanness, and inappropriate 
speech. 

16. We aim to develop the propagation- 
al, Jihadi, and political Islamic work in a 
way that the collective efforts of the Um- 
mah may be integrated to achieve lib¬ 
eration from the hegemony of Zionist- 
Crusader foreign occupation, attain 
freedom from the despotism of their 
apostate clients internally, and correct 
conceptions using the power of ideas 
and the force of the pen. 

17. We seek to remind the sons of the 
Muslim Ummah about the right of Islam 
and Muslims upon them; and that their 
duty towards the Ummah is obligatory 
at an individual level (Fardh Ayn), and 
not merely collectively (Fardh Kifayah). 
Their battle today is about defending a 
front among one of their fronts, and 
guarding a frontier among one of their 
frontiers, and doing their duty on an ad¬ 
vance fortress among one of their for¬ 
tresses. Thus we invite them to perform 
Jihad, with their wealth, by donation of 
alms and zakat for their brothers per¬ 
forming the duty of Jihad and Dawah, 
and by setting out to join the caravan of 
Hijrah and Jihad. 

18. We strongly criticize the widespread 
shortcoming manifested in abandoning 
the duty of joining the arenas of Jihad, 
Dawah, accountability, and Shariah- 
based politics. Our strongest criticism is 
reserved for those who accept the aboli¬ 
tion of the duty of performing Jihad with 


one’s soul. It hardly needs to be reiter¬ 
ated that performing Jihad with one’s 
soul has always been a source of ex¬ 
treme pride for the true followers of Mu¬ 
hammad (peace be upon him). Do such 
people not know that the Righteous Ca¬ 
liphs and those after them among the 
virtuous rulers would refuse to release 
any scholar or student of knowledge 
from performing duties in the armies 
dispatched for Jihad. No Muslim, let 
alone a scholar worth his name, would 
plead for a remission or intercede on 
behalf of anyone for a remission, or 
even accept a remission if granted one. 
Rather, they would compete with each 
other to excel in Jihad. The people of 
knowledge would always be found in 
the advance guard of the army and not 
its rear. In fact, they would consider 
seeking excuses for not setting out for 
Jihad as a mark of the hypocrites. 

19. We exhort ourselves and Muslim 
masses to possess love, mercy and 
kindness for one another. It is our mes¬ 
sage specially to people of knowledge 
and intellectuals among the Ummah 
that they should not approach the con¬ 
temporary challenges facing the Um¬ 
mah and major Islamic causes with a 
narrow, straitjacketed, closed mindset. 
They must not view the great issues of 
our age with a perspective limited in 
scope. They must desist from picking 
and choosing when it comes to Islam, 
lest they might end up abrogating the 
general principles of Islam in favour of a 
particular intellectual bent or the prefer¬ 
ences dictated by their respective politi¬ 
cal tendencies. 
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One last word for all our brothers who 
have risen in support of Islam... We 
must understand that with regards to 
the contemporary challenges and is¬ 
sues facing the Muslim Ummah, no sin¬ 
gle group, organization, Muslim country, 
the people of a single Muslim country, a 
scholar or jurist exercising his ijtihad (ju¬ 
risprudential judgment) can claim to for¬ 
mulate- logically or from a Shariah- 
based standpoint- a decisive 
independent opinion on the practical 
challenges facing us and claim that his 
or their word alone is the final word. 

In recognition of the true depth of the 
crises facing the Islamic world, we be¬ 
lieve that the people of knowledge, ju¬ 
risprudential understanding, sound 
opinion, and deep insight must come 
together on a single platform to critically 
examine the contemporary challenges 
facing the Muslim world. Doing so, they 


must emerge as a single united entity 
with a clear-cut agenda that may protect 
the Ummah’s religion, blood, and lands, 
so that this Ummah can truly be one 
Mujahid Ummah under the shade of the 
Word ofTauheed. This is what we called 
to twenty years ago in the open letter 
titled ‘Islamic Action: Between the Call¬ 
ers of Unity and the Callers of Discord’. 
This message has been repeated by 
the leaders of the Mujahideen in their 
messages and writings, the last of which 
was the ‘Document for the Support of 
Islam’. 

We ask Allah to make us among those 
who perfect their words and deeds, and 
to forgive our shortcomings and errors. 
All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of 
the Worlds. Ultimate success belongs 
to the righteous, and there can be no 
aggression except against the oppres¬ 
sors. 



Mullah Haibatullah Akhund 


(may Allah protect him) 
'The Mujahideen must 
continue their journey with 
full force on the Shari'i 
path of the deceased lead¬ 
ers, Mullah Muhammad 
Umar Mujahid and Mullah 
Akhtar Mansour (may Allah 
have mercy on them). They 
must consider their Jihad a 
service to Muslims, an act 
of bringing happiness to 
the people, and provision 
of welfare for Muslims- a 
part of their religious duty 
and objectives.' 



Mullah Muhammad Umar 
(may Allah have mercy on 


him) 

Allah has promised us vic¬ 
tory, while Bush has prom¬ 
ised us defeat. Let us wait 
to see which promise is 
fulfilled. America is a huge 
country, but with a tiny 
brain, arrogant. It is strong 
with its aircrafts, bombs 
and technology, but weak 
in its idea.' 



Mullah Akhtar Mansour 
(may Allah have mercy on 
him) 

'We have been entrusted 
a responsibility, not power 
or authority. We have been 
entrusted sacrifice. We 
pray to Allah for success. 
Some people think that this 
position is a great honour; 
it is a tremendous trial 
that I have been afflicted 
with. Death is the ultimate 
truth, and it is no doubt ap¬ 
proaching. Die we certainly 
will, today or tomorrow.' 
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Salim al Shareef 


We have witnessed 
recently a flurry of 
events which can only 
be interpreted as an 
open call by the top 
two agents of the 
Zio-Crusader project- 
Ibn Zaid and Ibn 
Salman- to dethrone 
Islam in its own land, 
the Peninsula of the 
Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh). From 
shattering the aura of 
prestige and awe 
surrounding 
everything holy and 
sacred to crossing all 
limits of audacity by 
dishonoring scholars 
and imprisoning and 
threatening to execute 
them... from boldly 
bragging about crimes 
hidden from 


public view, spreading 
indecency, openly 
committing sins, 
hosting and honoring 
the lowest of the low 
to violating the 
sanctity of the sacred 
Kabah by climbing on 
to its roof and turning 
it into a platform for 
inspecting 
construction 
projects... there hardly 
remains any red line 
that has not been 
crossed by these 
criminals. 

What we are seeing 
today is part of an 
ongoing campaign 
against Islam that 
aims of leaving Islam 
deprived of any form 
of leadership, 
protection or secure 
bases that can defend 
it. 
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The only difference this time around is 
that the onslaught has originated from 
inside the Muslim world at the hands of 
ruling elites whom the Jews, using the 
British and the Americans, had 
successfully planted in the seats of power. 
The message has clearly been conveyed 
with the visits of the Pope and the Head of 
the Orthodox Church to the Land of the 
Two Sanctities, the Arabian Peninsula. 

The Crusades- whether in their overt and 
direct military mode or the indirect soft 
power mode- have not ended, and will 
probably not end until Allah inherits the 
earth and everything therein. 

The onset of the third millennium 
witnessed a strong reaction against this 
campaign when a handful of Muslim youth 
targeted America on its own soil in what 
were probably one of the most successful 
attacks conducted against the enemy in 
this era. The prime purpose of these 
strikes was to shatter the prestige of a 
country that was at the forefront of the war 
against Islam in contemporary times. One 
of the major gains of this attack was that it 


emboldened the free ones all over the 
world to stand up to America. The scene 
of a young man throwing his shoe at the 
American President captures the gist of 
this newfound spirit. Even more significant 
is the American failure in the aftermath of 
9/11 to maintain its status of a global 
imperial power. Likewise, one cannot 
ignore the consequent onset of the fall of 
the current global system, and the 
emerging possibility of the birth of a new 
system in which the Muslim world may 
assume a more prominent role. 

Erasing the collective memory of the 
masses is a technique frequently 
employed by the regimes to further its 
agendas. When the Jews, the Family of 
Saud, and the Family of Zaid openly 
colluded to bury the popular revolutions 
against the brutal client regimes propped 
by the enemy during the past few years, 
the veil was suddenly lifted from the all the 
political scheming that had previously 
been a hidden affair. Things took even a 
more dramatic turn when the Crown 
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Prince of Riyadh, Ibn Salman, openly 
declared that Saudi Arabia had become 
an extremist country, and that this was 
not how things used to be originally, until 
of course the Americans ordered them 
in the 70s to abide by the teachings of 
the Najedi school of thought! With this 
frank admission, he sought to project 
himself as the awaited flagbearer of 
change... and of the war against Islam. 
And since his stupidity knows no limits, 
he quickly lost the plot. It is worth 
reminding that no one actually believed 
him for the simple reason that the state 
founded by his grandfather would never 
have come into being without the 
support of the Najedi school, which had 
actually repudiated its original 
methodology. It is worth questioning 
here whether this new project is inspired 
by American directives or personal 
ambitions? 

The truth remains that Ibn Salman has 
been assigned a role and an agenda. 

His statements that we just referred to 
simply translate into an acceptance of 
this role, which is none other than 
disparaging Islam and its followers, and 
spreading immorality and indecency in 
the Holiest of holy places. 

By allowing the Pope and prominent 
figures of the Orthodox Church to visit 
the Arabian Peninsula, Ibn Salman and 
his master Ibn Zaid have taken an 
immense leap towards the 
proselytization and legitimization of 
Christianity as an equal religion in the 
very birthplace of Islam. It is nothing 
short of encouraging both Muslims and 
non-Muslims to embrace Christianity 
and dissuading them from embracing 
Islam. By doing so, they have followed 


in the footsteps of their predecessors in 
waging war against Islam and defacing 
Muslim identity. However, the only 
difference is that Ibn Salman and Ibn 
Zaid do so openly, unabashed; while 
their predecessors operated in a subtler 
manner. The reason for this shift in 
approach perhaps is that the forces of 
global disbelief had grown wary of slow, 
subtle methods and are now impatient 
to see swift results in its war against 
Islam in the Peninsula of Muhammad 
(pbuh). 

Ibn Salman’s desecration of the Kabbah 
by climbing on to the rooftop of the 
Kabah is just another step towards 
erasing all notions of religious sanctity. 
The fact that he did not hesitate to stand 
above the holiest symbol of Islam on the 
face of the earth and turn it into a 
platform for overseeing construction 
work should hardly come as a surprise 
from a lowly character who had earlier 
invited as state guests a bunch of 
morally corrupt and deviant personalities 
from the entertainment industry. 

O’ corrupt one! The Kabbah is a symbol 
that inspires respect and obedience. It is 
not a stage or platform to oversee 
construction work. It is impossible for 
you to do any harm to the holiest symbol 
of Islam. And if you sought to convey the 
message that ‘the Kabbah is under my 
foot’ then await Divine retribution for 
your crime! 

O’Allah, increase the stature, respect, 
awe and sanctity of this blessed House. 
O’ Allah, if anyone seeks to desecrate or 
lower its status, show us the miracles of 
your infinite power in Your retribution 
from him! 
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It is futile to embellish the past or present and 
try to erect a structure on a bottomless pit. The 
Church, with all its denominations, has never 
been a bearer of peace or a beacon for 
mankind. This animosity for Islam is shared by 
Buddhist monks and their followers as well. 

The massacres that have been committed 
against humanity all over the world by them are 
well-documented. For them, notions like 
brotherhood, humanity, religion of love and 
peace are all hollow slogans. What they really 
believe in is waging war against God and 
helping Satan. What was the stance of the 
Pope and clergy or even figures like the Dalai 
Lama with respect to the genocides that have 
been committed in recent times on the basis of 
religion or ethnicity? What is their stance with 
regards to Afghanistan, Palestine, Myanmar, 
East Turkistan, Yemen, Iraq, Bosnia, East 
Taimoor, India, Libya, Mali, Syria...? 

The truth is that it is a one-directional global 
war against Islam and its followers. 

Where is Ibn Zaid’s humanity when it comes to 
his overt support of Haftar against the popular 
will of the revolutionists and Mujahideen of 
Libya or his financial and active military support 
for the French war on Muslims in Mali? Where 
is his humanity- or that of his lowly partner, Ibn 
Salman- when it comes to their crimes against 
the people of Yemen? Does the degradation of 
the Yemeni people for a century not suffice for 
them to endure now the hell of war, disease, 
and starvation all over again? The only logic 
behind this campaign is to prevent the 
emergence of the army of twelve thousand 
from Aden Abyan who would give victory to 
God’s Religion as prophesized in the Ahadeeth. 
Emerge they will at their promised time, and 
you will be the first to be dethroned by them. 
We do not doubt this, not for even a single 
second. 



The Gulf is celebrating the 
opening of Churches. Doha today 
is the site of the largest Church, 
out of a total of thirty Churches in 
the Arabian Peninsula. The visit of 
the Shaykh of Al Azhar is a strong 
indication of the emerging trend. It 
is none other than the future of 
Islam that is at stake in the 
Arabian Peninsula. All of these 
forces are gradually converging 
towards a single goal: a new 
religion under the umbrella of 
which all faiths unite! Magnanimity, 
the religion of love, the religion of 
Halaj and Muhayuddin al Arabi! In 
doing so they deceive the masses 
and exploit their religious 
sentiments using a variety of 
means. Today the visit of the 
Church leaders, tomorrow the 
Dalai Lama and the priests of 
pagan temples (Emirates), paving 
the way for the visit of Jewish 
Rabbis the day after! As for 
hosting Jewish Zionist politicians- 
publicly or in private- it has 
already become a routine affair in 
the Gulf states. 
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Another way of implementing this agenda 
is distracting the masses by throwing 
open the doors of hedonism, indecency, 
moral corruption, and free late night 
parties, all under the guise of 
‘entertainment’. Do these late night events 
fall under the category of permissible 
‘entertainment’ or is it in reality an 
audacious display of disobedience to God 
under the official patronage and protection 
of the ruler of Riyadh? Is the public bar of 
the Gulf- Bahrain- not enough for 
disobeying God and inviting His wrath? 
Has Kuwait not taken sufficient strides 
towards ‘liberation’ and the spread of 
Westernization? Do the military bases of 
the Americans and the British not dot the 
landscape of the Gulf for the protection of 
Western interests- whether oil wealth or 
client rulers who need to be protected 
from their own people? Is it not true that 
most of the Gulf rulers today- or their 
predecessors for that matters- have been 
decorated with the cross by their Western 
overlords? 

Given their dark history of crimes against 
Muslims in the Arabian Peninsula and 
large parts of the Muslim world, the future 
of these rulers is no different from the 
future of the ruler of Kabul after the 
withdrawal of American troops, if not 
worst. 

Some people of knowledge continue to 
take the statements of the rulers imposed 
over Muslim lands and of prominent 
figures of the Church and Christian rulers 
at face value. They are not only deceived 
by their pretenses but they serve as 
mouthpieces echoing their stance, not 
knowing that these rulers are merely 
pawns and tools in the enemy’s larger 
game. The enemy that we face today 
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excels at deception, and the theatre of 
political and psychological maneuvering is 
much wider than the theatre of direct war. 
The enemy preaches ‘humanity’ and 
‘brotherhood’ to create a psychological 
environment conducive to the promotion 
of its agenda. In doing so, it instills in the 
minds of the general public false, often 
deceptive, convictions and puts up a 
fagade of harmony, magnanimity and a 
desire to resolve longstanding conflicts. 
The true motives, however, are sinister, 
with far-reaching implications. The enemy 
aims at nothing less than stripping the 
Ummah of its religious identity and 
completely disarming it so that it is left 
dedefenseless. 

The search for amicable solutions with an 
enemy that is much stronger only invites 
ruin. No sane person expects the enemy 
to abide by its commitments and restrain 
itself within neatly defined boundaries. 

The powerful do not know any red lines. 
They accept no equals. They will trample 
the fences erected by you, whether 
through brute military force or the use of 
soft power. They will ignite crises and will 
accept nothing short of absolute 
subservience. Nothing stands today in the 
way of the Zionist-Crusader project except 
Islam. This is why all arrows of disbelief 
and atheism point in its direction. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) is reported 
to have said, ‘Soon the nations will 
pounce on you like the hungry feasting on 
their food.’ He (pbuh) was asked, ‘Will it 
be so because we will be few in 
numbers?’ He (pbuh) said, ‘No, you will be 
in great numbers, but weightless, like the 
froth that emerges on the surface of the 
floodwater. You will inspire no awe (in 
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the hearts of your enemies), and your 
hearts will be filled with ‘Wahn’. He 
(pbuh) was asked, ‘And what is Wahn?’ 
He replied, The love of this world and the 
dislike of death.’ 

Every nation has national boundaries, 
and its national security paradigm 
functions within a geographic perimeter. 
The Kabbah has its own boundaries and 
security perimeter: the Arabian 
Peninsula, which stretches from the 
fertile plains of Iraq to the deserts of 
Syria in the north, the Arabian Sea in the 
south, the Persian Gulf and Oman in the 
east, and the Red Sea in the west. No 
two religions can co-exist within this 
perimeter. 

The scholars are unanimous on the 
impermissibility of building Churches in 
land that has been liberated by Jihad, let 
alone the Peninsula of Prophet 
Muhammad peace be upon him. It is 
impermissible for disbelieving workers 
and labourers to come to the Arabian 
Peninsula in search of jobs. It is 
impermissible to build temples and 
Churches for them. However, the rulers 
of the Gulf did not suffice with opening 
the door for the inflow of foreign workers 
and granting them property rights in the 
Arabian Peninsula, rather they crossed 
all limits by building temples and 
Churches with Muslim tax money. The 
house of Ibn Zaid, in line with their belief 
system and their adherence to their 
‘prophet’, Ibn Arabi, opened for Hindus a 
temple in Abu Dhabi early last year. Only 
recently, he hosted the Pope and allowed 
him to perform Christian rites in a Church 
in the birthplace of Islam. 

The scholars must answer this simple 


question: What is the ruling concerning 
one who grants land to idol-worshippers 
and Christians for building temples and 
Churches and out of respect for their 
creed allows them to perform their 
polytheistic rites on Muslim land? What is 
the ruling regarding building places of 
worship for polytheists on Muslim land, 
specifically in the Arabian Peninsula? 
What is the duty of the believers vis a vis 
someone who is guilty of these 
transgressions? 

The boundaries of the Kabbah extend to 
the Red Sea. It is therefore a duty of 
Muslim rulers to prevent enemy shipping 
from using it as a corridor. Only Muslim 
shipping should be allowed to operate in 
the Red Sea so as to safeguard the 
security of the Sacred House. However, 
the basic question remains: Who are the 
so-called ‘Muslim’ rulers? How did they 
manage to impose themselves on Muslim 
masses? Who actively supports and 
directs them? What is the role of foreign 
military academies such as Sandhurst in 
their indoctrination and cajolement? 

Every Muslim must pause and carefully 
reflect on these questions. The answer to 
these questions must be sought from 
sincere scholars and Mujahideen fighting 
in the Way of Allah, rather than scholars 
on the pay-roll of governments and 
official bodies functioning under their 
careful watch. 

To understand the extent of the betrayal, 
backtracking, and Satanic deception by 
rulers imposed over Muslim lands, it 
suffices one to review the scenes 
witnessed in Paris a few years back 
when the King of Jordan, alongside a 
bunch of other puppets of his ilk, 
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marched alongside protestors who were 
defending the ‘right’ to blaspheme our Holy 
Prophet (peace be upon him) under the guise of 
‘freedom of speech’. It was a striking scene in 
which the ruler of occupied Ramallah stood 
shoulder to shoulder with the Zionist ruler. 

The Kouachi brothers- Sharif and Saeed- fully 
understood the security paradigm of Allah’s 
Religion, and thus they refused to let the 
transgression of the Western World against the 
holiest personality in Islam pass in silence. They 
inflicted telling punishment on those behind the 
caricatures as well as the country that hosted 
them. When we look at the significance of the 
issue and the symbolism involved, we come to 
understand why fifty leaders of the Western 
World participated alongside three and a half 
million protestors in the Paris March. 

This unprecedented display of unity and 
sympathy by them for the cartoonists reveals 
their support for the crimes committed by this 
journal. It is a most unequivocal and emphatic 
statement of intent in their war on Islam. No one 
should buy into their poison-laden sweet talk or 
be deceived by pretenses of benign motives. As 
for those who back such crimes, they should 
await the response of the honorable sons of the 


Muslim Ummah. Anyone who 
violates the sanctity of Islam 
and breaches the boundaries 
and security perimeter of this 
Religion should fear the bitter 
consequences of his 
transgression. 

To Ibn Salman and his master, 
Ibn Zaid, the sons of the 
Ummah of Muhammad (peace 
be upon him), the Mujahideen 
and Murabiteen- may Allah 
honour and support them- have 
this to say: With your own 
admission, you obeyed the 
dictates of your American 
masters in the 70s, and to this 
day you continue to do so. As 
for us, we obey the commands 
of our Lord, so look forward to 
the fulfillment of His command! 



ONE IJMMAII 


“Say: Can you expect for us (any fate) other than one of two glorious things 
(martyrdom or victory)? But we can expect for you either that Allah will send His 
punishment from Himself or by our hands. So await; we too will wait with you.” 
“Say each one of is waiting; wait you, therefore, and soon shall you know who is 
on the straight and even path and who has received guidance.” 

Finally, we have this good news for you: “Here is an army rushing headlong with 
you! No word of welcome for them! Truly, they shall roast at the fire.” 



Shaykh Osama bin 
Laden 

'Until when will 
this fear, death, 
destruction, expul¬ 
sion, orphanhood 
remain exclusively 
reserved for us and 
security, stability, 
happiness for you? 
This is an unjust 
division. The time 
has come to level 
the scales. As you 
kill, so shall you 
be killed. As you 
bomb, so shall you 
be bombed. Re¬ 
joice in what shall 
hurt you... 

Simply don't con¬ 
sult anyone about 
fighting Americans. 
Repose your trust 
in Allah and set 
out. And don't for¬ 
get your appoint¬ 
ment in the Hereaf¬ 
ter in the company 
of the best of the 
Prophets, peace be 
upon him.' 



Shaykh Anwar al 
Aulaqi 

'We are not 
against Americans 
because they 
are Americans. 

We are against 
falsehood. And 
the government 
of the United 
States has become 
a government of 
falsehood. Jihad 
against America is 
therefore a duty 
on you and I. It is 
a duty on every 
capable Muslim. 
The more America 
increases in its 
criminality, the 
greater becomes 
the resolve of 
those who are 
recruited to fight 
against her. Just as 
you send us bombs 
with your aircrafts, 
we too shall send 
you bombs. We 
shall take this fight 
to its end.' 



Shaykh Abdullah 
Azzam 

We do not hide, 
stutter or shy away 
from putting forth 
our principles. 
Jihad is part of our 
creed. Fighting the 
disbelievers shall 
continue till the 
Day of Judgment. 

It shall not be 
annulled by the 
oppression of an 
oppressor or the 
justice of a just 
one. The sword 
and the weapon is 
an integral part of 
our life. Terrorizing 
the enemy is 
a Divine duty. 
Assassinating the 
enemy is a divine 
duty mentioned 
in the Quran and 
established by 
indisputable and 
authoritative legal 
texts.' 



Shaykh Umar Abdul 
Rahman 

"O' advisor, the head of 
the Security High Court! 
The proof has been 
established, the truth 
has been revealed, 
and the matter has 
become clear as the 
morning for the one 
who possesses eyes. 

You are under a duty 
to rule by the Shariah 
of Allah and implement 
the rulings of Allah. If 
you fail to do so, you 
are a disbeliever, an 
oppressor, corrupt. 

We do not fear 
imprisonment or 
execution. We shall 
not be terrorized by 
torture or pain. I say to 
you what the sorcerers 
of Pharaoh said to him 
after they had believed, 
'We shall not prefer you 
over the clear proofs 
that have come to us 
from the One who 
created us. So rule as 
you wish, you can only 
rule in this passing life 
of the world'." 
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Khatab al Hashmi 

The ‘Truth Magazine’ (Majjalat al Haq) 
recently published a series of articles, 
authored by one of its regular contribu¬ 
tors, under the title ‘Contemporary Ji¬ 
had: Between Abdullah Azzam and Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden’. The ‘Muntada al Ulama’ 
forum (Forum of Scholars) and ‘Al 
Mah’had al Masri li Drisat’ (Egyptian 
Center for Studies) reproduced this arti¬ 
cle on their websites and on social me¬ 
dia accounts operated by them. As an 
adherent of the school of Shaykh Abdul¬ 
lah Azzam (may Allah accept him and 
the efforts of his students and followers) 
and as someone who has interacted fre¬ 
quently with his students, I read the arti¬ 
cle carefully. The first impression that I 
gathered was that the article was logi¬ 
cally inconsistent in its thesis and littered 
with factual, doctrinal and historical in¬ 
accuracies. I concluded that it was nec¬ 
essary to critically analyze the contents 
of the article and correct the fallacies 
that it deliberately sought to propagate, 
that it deliberately sought to propagate, 
especially since it focuses on the lives of 
two eminent Shaykhs- the Imam, Abdul¬ 
lah Azzam, and the leader, Osama bin 
Laden (may Allah have mercy on them). 

I believe that a critical analysis of the con¬ 
tents of the said article is now overdue. 
The sole purpose of this analysis is that 
an objective reader does not get drawn 
into the confusing intellectual labyrinth 
that the author of the said article seeks 
to trap his audience. The deceptive logi¬ 
cal fallacies which fill the pages of the ar¬ 
ticle are a far cry from the minimum level 
of subjectivity expected in the analysis 
of the methodologies of contemporary 


schools of thought which seek to serve 
Muslims and support Islamic causes. 
With a view to clearing the confusion de¬ 
liberately created by the author, we will 
review each argument presented by him. 
Before delving deeper into our sub¬ 
ject, I would like to mention two basic 
points as a prelude to our discussion: 

1. The Imam- Shaykh Azzam- was a 
scholar possessing deep knowledge of 
theological and Shari’i (Islamic legal) 
issues, a caller to Allah, and a spiritual 
guide, as opposed to Shaykh Osama. 
The latter was essentially a military lead¬ 
er, a specialist in finance and adminis¬ 
tration, and a rich businessman who 
possessed a deep insight on the fiqh of 
Jihad and financed Jihad with his wealth. 

2. Shaykh Osama arrived in Afghani¬ 
stan in 1399 Hijri. He joined ranks with 
Shaykh Azzam in 1402 Hijri and to¬ 
gether they founded the Maktab al Kh- 
adamat in 1404 Hijri, a project financed 
primarily by Shaykh Osama. There was 
an early difference of opinion between 
them on the issue of Arab Mujahideen 
fighting in the fronts inside Afghanistan. 
These differences were resolved after 
the historic victory at Jaji, and with it the 
founding principles of the contemporary 
school of Jihad were laid down. Shaykh 
Azzam was later martyred in 1409 Hijri, 
while Shaykh Osama lived on for anoth¬ 
er 23 years to witness a new stage of 
the conflict with the Western World, one 
that Shaykh Azzam did not live to see. 
These two fundamental points are pivot¬ 
al in our comparison of these two tower¬ 
ing personalities of contemporary Mus¬ 
lim history. It would be extremely trivial 
to suggest in any way that the two are 
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identical personalities with nothing to 
distinguish one from the other. I have for 
years studied the biographies of promi¬ 
nent figures in Muslim history, including 
those belonging to the same school of 
thought- religious, political, or intellectu¬ 
al. I did not come across a single student 
whose life took exactly the same path 
as his teacher. This simply goes against 
the universal laws of Allah that govern 
man’s life, for each person is distinct in 
his nature, intellect, aspirations, and ide¬ 
als. Compare, for example, the lives of 
Syed Jamal ud Din al Afghani and his 
student, Muhammad Abduh. Are these 
two personalities identical? Take, for 
example, his other student, Muhammad 
Rashid Rida, the author of Al Manar. Or 
Muhammad Qutb and his mentor and el¬ 
der brother, Syed Qutb. Did the two rep¬ 
resent an identical approach? And was 
Basheer al Ibrahimi like Ibn Badees? 
And were Syed Ahmad Shaheed and 
Shah Ismail Shaheed like the original 
founder of the school, Shah Wali Ullah 
ad Dehlavi? And was Abul Hasan an Na- 
davi like his Shaykh, Kandhalavi? You 
could ask the same about Muhammad 
Al Khidar Hussain, Tahir bin Ashour, Ma¬ 
lik bin Nabi, al Kwakabi, Abdul Kareem 
al Khatabi, Umar al Mukhtar, and other 
towering personalities in the fields of 
knowledge, politics, Jihad, and resist¬ 
ance. You will not find a single personal¬ 
ity who could be described as a copy of 
the founder of his school of thought. I be¬ 
lieve this is something too obvious to be 
even explained to any learned person. 
And were Syed Ahmad Shaheed and 
Shah Ismail Shaheed like the original 
founder of the school, Shah Wali Ullah 


ad Dehlavi? And was Abul Hasan an Na- 
davi like his Shaykh, Kandhalavi? You 
could ask the same about Muhammad 
Al Khidar Hussain, Tahir bin Ashour, Ma¬ 
lik bin Nabi, al Kwakabi, Abdul Kareem 
al Khatabi, Umar al Mukhtar, and other 
towering personalities in the fields of 
knowledge, politics, Jihad, and resist¬ 
ance. You will not find a single personal¬ 
ity who could be described as a copy of 
the founder of his school of thought. I 
believe this is something too obvious to 
be even explained to any learned per¬ 
son. 

It is only with knowledge of subtle differ¬ 
ences in psychology, thought and nature 
that a person can frame a balanced 
scale to evaluate a personality without 
doing injustice to him. As Ibn Khaldun 
says in Al Muqaddama, man is a product 
of his environment and he is essentially 
civil in nature. So when I considered the 
scale used by the author of the article to 
judge a person, I realized that he had 
completely lost his balance. His evalua¬ 
tion of the personalities in question was 
way off the mark, and he had strayed far 
away from the fundamental principles of 
natural justice on which the order of the 
universe is founded. I believe that Allah 
shall hold the author to account for his 
transgression (may Allah forgive him). 
And Allah alone suffices for us and he is 
the Best of trustees. I am in no way sug¬ 
gesting that a person must be flawless; 
however, he must, at the very least, ad¬ 
here to some basic norms of justice. 
Two Different Methodologies or a 
Single Methodology? 

In the introduction to his article, the 
writer (may Allah guide him) says, 


ISSUE #1 


23 


‘Some believe that the 
school of Bin Laden and 
al Qa’eda is a historical 
continuation of Abdullah 
Azzam’s vision and his 
way of Jihad (specifically 
global Jihad); whereas 
others believe that there is 
a wide gulf in theory and 
practice between the two 
and that they are basically 
opposite methodologies 
with no common ground.’ 
It may be noted here that 
in the subjective analysis 
of these two Jihadi schools 
of thought in contempo¬ 
rary history, the author re¬ 
stricted the discussion to 
just two viewpoints: Is the 
latter an extension of the 
former school, or is there 
an unbridgeable gap be¬ 
tween the two (they are 
basically opposite meth¬ 
odologies with no com¬ 
mon ground). I don’t know 
why the author ignored 
another widespread view¬ 
point commonly voiced 
by analysts: Bin Laden’s 
methodology of political 
activism and change is the 
same as Azzam’s. Shaykh 
Azzam was the scholar 
and fighter who founded 
this school- someone who 
inherited the Prophetic in¬ 
heritance that is based on 
the authority of the Quran 
and utilized it; whereas Bin 


Laden was the operation¬ 
al military leader who re¬ 
ceived guidance from the 
authoritative scholar and 
spiritual mentor, besides 
being a financial backer 
of Maktab al Khadamat. 
So Bin Laden’s school 
is not ‘a historical exten¬ 
sion of Abdullah Azzam’s 
vision and way of Jihad 
(specifically global Jihad)’, 
nor does it represent an 
opposite pole sharing ‘no 
common ground’ with the 
former. This observation 
should have been obvious 
to begin with because the 
said article was published 
only a brief time after the 
mother of Shaykh Osama- 
Ulya Ghanim- stated in 
an interview that Shaykh 
Azzam, as a member of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, 
was a driving force in the 
intellectual reorientation of 
her son, and that this hap¬ 
pened while her son was 
his student at university in 
Jeddah. This clarifies that 
Shaykh Azzam and his 
students had a strong un- 
shakeable bond. 

This goes against the 
viewpoint emphatically 
espoused by the author 
that Shaykh Azzam and 
Bin Laden represent two 
distinct schools of thought 
and the debate regard¬ 


ing these two schools re¬ 
volves around the ques¬ 
tion whether one is the 
extension of the other or 
its diametrical opposite. 
That there existed a strong 
bond between Azzam and 
Bin Laden similar to that 
which exists within a sin¬ 
gle school of thought is a 
view generally supported 
by most Eastern analysts 
as well as Western jour¬ 
nalists. They are of the 
opinion that Bin Laden had 
an important role in the 
management of the Jihadi 
school that was founded in 
Afghanistan in the wake of 
the Soviet invasion. When 
the scholar and founder of 
this school disappeared 
from the scene and no 
other scholar could as¬ 
sume his place, Shaykh 
Osama and his brothers 
stepped forward to lead 
the Jihadi movement and 
offer their lives and wealth 
for this cause. And in this 
momentous journey, one 
of the most significant 
events perhaps was the 
martyrdom of the Shaykh 
of this school, Azzam. 

For argument’s sake, 
let us engage in an an¬ 
alytical-historical read¬ 
ing of the period of the 
first Jihadi school in Is¬ 
lam, while appreciating 
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considered a crude but 
deliberate attempt to dis¬ 
tort historical facts and de¬ 
ceive the readers? 

One can engage in the 
same futile exercise of 
‘disentangling the truth 
from myths’ and ‘clearing 
the fog’ with regards to any 
single school of thought, 
specifically if the issue in 
question is the relation¬ 
ship between a scholar 
who imparts intellectual 
and moral training and the 
chief financier and mili¬ 


tary leader who succeeds 
him. Therefore, I consider 
it outrageous and abso¬ 
lutely absurd to author 
an article unravelling the 
differences between the 
‘schools of Shaykh Ah¬ 
mad Yaseen and the mili¬ 
tary leader, Yahya Ayyash’ 
(may Allah have mercy on 
them) by ‘critically analyz¬ 
ing the intellectual and po¬ 
litical legacies of the two, 
taking into account the 
extent of commonalities 
and differences, based on 


the huge difference be¬ 
tween it and its later evo¬ 
lution in the form of the 
contemporary school of 
Jihad. Let us suppose that 
someone puts forth the 
following thesis about the 
first generation: ‘Some are 
of the view that the schools 
of Abu Bakar (R.A) and 
Khalid bin Waleed (R.A) 
were a historical continu¬ 
ation of the Jihadi vision 
(specifically its global ver¬ 
sion) of the founding fa¬ 
ther, our Prophet, Muham¬ 
mad (pbuh); while others 
are of the view that there 
was a huge chasm be¬ 
tween the two methodolo¬ 
gies in terms of theory and 
practice, and therefore 
they represent two oppo¬ 
site poles with no common 
ground between them. In 
what follows, we shall try 
to clear the fog surround¬ 
ing the issue and unravel 
the truth by critically ques¬ 
tioning the intellectual and 
historical legacy of the two 
personalities. We will sum¬ 
marily review the com¬ 
monalities and differences 
between the two, while fo¬ 
cusing only on historically 
established facts about 
their methodologies, and 
without getting entangled 
in any side issues.’ Will 
such an approach not be 



From the Last Will of 
Shaykh Abdullah Azzam 
(may Allah have mercy on 
him) 

'I pray a lot for the one 
who financially supported 
this Office with his per¬ 
sonal wealth: the brother, 
Abu Abdullah Osama bin 
Laden. I pray to Allah to 
bless him in his family and 
wealth and to increase the 
likes of him. I hold Allah as 
my witness that I did not 
find anyone like him in the 
entire Muslim world. We 
pray to Allah to protect his 
Deen and wealth and bless 
him in his life.' 



Shaykh Osama bin Laden 
(may Allah have mercy on 
him) 

'No one moved among the 
leading personalities except 
Shaykh Abdullah Azzam 
(may Allah have mercy on 
him). Muslims owe a lot to 
the Afghan in contempo¬ 
rary Jihad and the Arabs 
owe a lot to Shaykh Abdul¬ 
lah Azzam (may Allah have 
mercy on him). May Allah 
reward him with the best 
of rewards that He has ever 
bestowed on a scholar. We 
pray to Allah to accept him 
and his two sons among 
the martyrs.' 


ISSUE #1 








25 


what has been authentically established 
about their respective methodologies.’ 
To use a parable from the world of mod¬ 
ern medical science, any attempt to 
superficially invent divisions and differ¬ 
ences in a single school of Jihad is akin 
to probing into whether a process of fu¬ 
sion or fission in the ovaries led to minor 
differences in identical twins born in the 
same womb and putting the spotlight on 
these differences at the expense of the 
overwhelming physical similarities be¬ 
tween the two. 

Did Shaykh Azzam possess an 
uncompromising or an apologetic 
approach on jurisprudential issues? 

The author mentions the five principles 
common to Shaykh Azzam and Shaykh 
Osama. He says, ‘Fourthly: Jihad isfardh 
ayn (an individual obligation binding on 
every Muslim). This theological stance 
is the most obvious and significant com¬ 
monality between the two sides. Azzam 
took an extreme stance on the obliga¬ 
tion of Jihad, something out of step with 
his general approach. He would take a 
harsh position against any who decreed 
that Jihad was fardh kifaya (a general 
obligation binding not individually but on 
the society collectively).’ 

The author’s view that ‘Azzam took an 
extreme stance... out of step with his 
general approach’ is an attempt to slan¬ 
der the Shaykh and his jurisprudential 
methodology. The underlying meaning 
of this criticism is that the Shaykh was 
generally easygoing and compromising 
in jurisprudential issues; that he adopt¬ 
ed a strict approach only on the issue of 
Jihad being individually compulsory on 
every Muslim, and that he harshly op¬ 


posed anyone who viewed Jihad as a 
general collective obligation. 

Anyone who reads the books of Shaykh 
Azzam or has had the fortune of learn¬ 
ing directly from him would be quick to 
recognize that the Shaykh consistently 
leaned towards adhering to the appli¬ 
cation of original rulings deduced from 
the texts (al adheema) instead of basing 
his opinion on the exceptional waiver of 
duty (al rukhsa). When the issue at stake 
related to the Deen, he would not favor 
anyone. Shaykh Azzam is not known for 
following the apologetic political and ju¬ 
risprudential schools that tend to water 
down the rulings of Islam, and for this 
very reason are being strongly promot¬ 
ed by certain quarters today. Nor did he 
ever sign up for the thought promoted 
by the contemporary schools of ‘leni¬ 
ency’ and ‘easy fiqh’ that have emerged 
in the last three or four decades. These 
schools have emerged propping up slo¬ 
gans such as ‘do as you wish without 
any blame’, ‘objective-oriented fiqh’, ‘the 
fiqh of minorities and the oppressed’, 
and the like. Previously, Shaykh Qard- 
hawi and Shaykh Salman al Ouda had a 
role in promoting this school of thought 
(may Allah forgive them and guide us all 
to the truth), while today the flagbear- 
ers of watered-down ‘objective-oriented’ 
fiqh- al Raisawani and Ibn Bayyah- are 
actively promoting this distorted thought. 
The truth is that Shaykh Azzam did not 
come up with anything new, for there 
is nothing new in the rulings concern¬ 
ing Jihad. All he did was to convey the 
consensus of the scholars over the ages 
that if even a single inch of Muslim land 
is occupied by the disbelieving enemy, 


ONE IJMMAII 


26 


Jihad becomes fardh ayn on all able- 
bodied men until they are able to free 
Muslim territory from occupation. Lib¬ 
eration from occupation by the en¬ 
emy is to be achieved at all costs, 
even if this means that Jihad should 
become an individual obligation. And 
since the fall of Andalus, Jihad has in¬ 
deed been an individual obligation. 
So when the author claims that this was 
the most prominent ideological com¬ 
monality between Shaykh Azzam and 
Shaykh Osama and that the former took 
an extreme stance on this issue, con¬ 
trary to his general temperament, it is 
a grave inaccuracy. The truth remains 
that this issue is one on which there ex¬ 
ists an absolute consensus of all schol¬ 
ars from the different schools of Islamic 
law. Shaykh Azzam and Shaykh Osama 
merely represent a drop in the ocean of 
fiqh compiled and impeccably conveyed 
to posterity by the jurists. For centuries, 
no one attempted to cast doubt on the 
consensus of the scholars, except in our 
age, in which the authority of the schol¬ 
ars has been displaced by the scholars 
of the authorities. Today, due to individ¬ 
ual interests, material gains, and lowly 
pleasures taking precedence over the 
Deen, we are faced with a deluge of weak 
opinions coming from scholars who can¬ 
not formulate any independent opinion 
in matters of Shariah and are merely 
loyal servants of authoritarian regimes. 
Shaykh Azzam was strict on this issue 
because he, as described by the author, 
‘possessed a fundamentalist mindset 
fully aware of the broad range of prin¬ 
ciples and fiqhi methodologies used to 
deduce legal rulings, and the wide array 


of legal opinions that emerge within the 
different legal schools thereby; opinions 
that fall in the domain of accepted differ¬ 
ences between the recognized schools of 
Sunni jurisprudence. Among these legal 
opinions, without doubt, are those con¬ 
cerning political matters, war and Jihad.’ 
The ‘fundamentalist’ Shaykh and jurist, 
Azzam, had delved deep into Islamic 
history- ancient or contemporary. He 
was specifically aware of the history of 
the French occupation of Algeria and 
the sacrifices offered there by a million 
martyrs for liberation from this occupa¬ 
tion. He understood how the French had 
sought to remove the chapter of Jihad 
from the books of Fiqh (Islamic law). The 
French in Algeria had actually prohibited 
the scholars from teaching the chapter 
of Jihad present in the books of Sunnah. 
An attempt was made to paint Jihad and 
resistance against the occupier as fitnah 
(strife) and khurooj (adherence to the 
deviancy of the Khawarij). It was only 
after the fear of the occupier dissipated 
from the hearts that resistance against 
foreign occupation came to be termed 
as Jihad, and thus to this day Algeria is 
known as the ‘Land of a Million Martyrs’. 
It was the wisdom of Shaykh Azzam that 
he was uncompromising on this issue. 
Had he not been uncompromising, he 
would have witnessed the distortion of 
Deen that we are witnessing today in 
front of our own eyes. We are living in 
an age when the ‘Body of the Wise Mus¬ 
lims’ under the leadership of Ibn Bayyah 
and his so-called contemporary ‘Hilf al 
Fadhool’ is at the forefront of the war 
on fundamental Islamic principles, spe¬ 
cifically those concerning Jihad. Things 
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have reached a point where we fre¬ 
quently hear the scholars of the regimes 
parroting lines such as ‘UN resolutions 
and international agreements have an¬ 
nulled many of the principles and rulings 
of Jihad in keeping with the demands of 
modern times and in line with objective- 
oriented fiqh.’ Or so do they assume! 
This is nothing except an affliction 
brought upon the Ummah by misguid¬ 
ed ‘scholars’, the sole aim being to 
make the Muslim Ummah completely 
subservient to the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil and sacrifice the interest of Mus¬ 
lims at the altar of ‘world peace’. To be 
honest, the author of the said article 
should have had the moral courage to 
explain why the Shaykh had adopted 
an uncompromising stance on the is¬ 
sue, ‘against his general temperament’! 
The bitter truth that many scholars of 
‘objective-oriented’ and ‘minority-specif¬ 
ic’ fiqh cannot swallow is that this juris¬ 
prudence has only emerged because of 
a pathetic defeated mindset with which 
they have been afflicted. It is because of 
this diseased mindset that we see that 
established and long-standing termi¬ 
nologies of the fiqh of Jihad are facing 
a battle for survival in which the propo¬ 
nents of this mindset seek to uproot the 
very principles on which they are based. 
The ‘jurists’ of Gadhafi would often re¬ 
iterate that the terminologies of ‘Defen¬ 
sive’ and ‘Offensive Jihad’ were later 
inventions out of step with the contem¬ 
porary era. They would preach that dur¬ 
ing the era of the Prophet (pbuh) there 
existed no international agreements, 
whereas Islam today approves of and 
blesses prevailing international agree¬ 


ments and conventions, whose outlines 
and details have all been drafted by the 
five gods of the Security Council. As for 
the fiqh of slavery- which had arisen 
due to the legal rulings concerning the 
possible situations that may occur in the 
course of jihad- it was purged from the 
books of contemporary fiqh way before 
Azzam and Ibn Laden got out of control. 
It is tendencies such as these that led 
Shaykh Azzam- in keeping with his tem¬ 
perament- to be proud of the great le¬ 
gal heritage of Islamic law and adopt it 
unapologetically without searching for 
exceptions and waivers of legal duty. 
The innovation of differentiating between 
the Jihad of imparting Islamic morals (al 
tarbiyyah) and the Jihad of literature: 
The author, may Allah guide him, says: 
‘In spite of the agreement and synchro¬ 
ny between the two methodologies as 
mentioned earlier, there exists a vast 
and highly sensitive chasm no less sig¬ 
nificant than the commonalities present. 
We may sum it up in five points as well. 
Firstly: From the Jihad of imparting Is¬ 
lamic morals to the Jihad of literature. 
Azzam believed in the necessity of im¬ 
parting the Mujahideen Islamicetiquettes 
and moral training before they pick up 
weapons, so that the weapon does 
not end up turning towards Muslims.’ 
What the author has mentioned invites 
a deeper look. It is obvious from the way 
he has passed over the issue with a su¬ 
perficial comment that he has serious 
misconceptions. Shaykh Azzam, like 
Shaykh Osama, believed that the Mu¬ 
jahideen must receive a decent dose of 
moral training before they pick up weap¬ 
ons so that they don’t turn their weapons 


ONE IJMMAII 


28 


towards the believers. However, he was 
a strong believer in the ideological and 
military literature of Jihad, a literature 
which is based on man’s nature which 
prompts him to rise to the defense of his 
honour, his soul, and offspring. Shaykh 
Azzam was an advocate of this literature 
since the days of the Palestinian Jihad, 
and strongly promoted it among his fol¬ 
lowers when he saw that the Afghan, in 
keeping with their natural sense of hon¬ 
our, dignity, and rejection of humiliation 
and oppression, had practically internal¬ 
ized its teachings. After Shaykh Azzam, 
al Qa’eda picked up from where he had 
left. This literature is a necessity of digni¬ 
fied human existence and an inevitable 
element in the eternal struggle between 
the oppressor and oppressed. It is 
enough for us to know that the Quran en¬ 
courages its followers to uphold the very 
same intellectual and military principles. 
Anyone who lived in the company of 
Shaykh Azzam or knows him from his 
writings would instantly recognize that 
the Shaykh did not make moral and faith- 
based training which ‘formed the solid 
ground, in his view, on which correct 
military action must be firmly founded’ 
(as mentioned by the author) a precon¬ 
dition to setting out for Jihad. Instead, he 
would call upon every able-bodied Mus¬ 
lim to immediately setting out for Jihad 
in Afghanistan, even if he had not un¬ 
dergone sufficient moral training. Those 
who did reach Peshawer would be giv¬ 
en a Shari’i course and instructions on 
the appropriate manners to be adopted 
when interacting with the Afghan. After 
this, they would be dispatched straight 
to the mountains of Jaji and the peaks 


of the Hindukush as fighters defending 
the honour of Muslims. The reader may 
refer to the answer given by Shaykh 
Azzam in response to this question: 
‘Should we fight alongside Muslims 
who do not possess a decent level of 
Islamic moral training?’ (Mausu’a tu 
Zakhair, 1/135) so as to discover how 
far the author of the said article is from 
the truth regarding Shaykh Azzam. 
In spite of all of this, weapons did turn 
against the believers in Afghanistan 
during the last period of the Shaykh’s 
life, just prior to the withdrawal of the 
Red Soviet Bear from Afghanistan. The 
first to withdraw from this fitna (strife) 
of shedding Muslim blood and retreat 
to Sudan was none other than the one 
about whom the author says, ‘As for 
Bin Laden, his media tone and prac¬ 
tical life is dominated by an empha¬ 
sis on clinging to al Qa’eda’s intellec¬ 
tual and military literature, rather than 
establishing firmly a general Islamic 
moral grounding among his followers.’ 
It is extremely unjust for the author to 
completely ignore Shaykh Osama’s 
immense efforts to develop a genera¬ 
tion of Mujahideen anchored in sound 
Islamic morals. An obvious indicator of 
the Shaykh’s keen interest in this was 
the importance he attached to the peo¬ 
ple of knowledge and tarbiyyah who 
possessed the ability to impart mor¬ 
al training. He assigned to prominent 
Mashaykh the task of giving moral train¬ 
ing to the Mujahideen, purifying their 
souls, rectifying their general behaviour. 
The list includes names such as Shaykh 
Abu Hafs, Shaykh Abu Muhammad 
al Masri, Shaykh Abul Ghaith, Shaykh 
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Hasaynan, Shaykh Nazzari, Shaykh 
Balaydi, Shaykh Abu Yahya, among 
others. In fact, Shaykh Osama himself 
supervised several programs of moral 
and spiritual training. The basic fact, of 
which the author of the said article is ig¬ 
norant, is that anyone who lived along¬ 
side Shaykh Osama or his companions 
discovered in them the best of people in 
terms of morals and Islamic etiquettes. 
Eminent personalities like Shaykh At- 
tiya and the like are only a fruit of this 
fine moral training given to the youth 
of this Ummah. Shaykh Attiya person¬ 
ally told me that he felt blessed to join 
someone like Shaykh Osama, for it was 
the Shaykh who directed him to seeking 
knowledge and personally instructed 
him to go to Mauritania for this end. 
Here, we need to take another critical 
pause and scrutinize the comments of 
the author. He has overlooked a great 
part of the writings and speeches of 
Shaykh Azzam- whether intellectual or 
military- specifically his books in which 
he calls for ‘terrorizing the enemies of 
Allah’ and takes great pride in ‘praise¬ 
worthy terrorism’ exhorted by the texts 
of the Quran. And when he delves into 
this topic, he lays a greater emphasis 
on this military aspect than moral and 
spiritual training. This is evident in some 
of his works such as ‘Join the Cara¬ 
van’, The Defense of Muslim Lands’, 
The Declaration of Jihad’, and ‘Morals 
and Insights on Jihad in the Contempo¬ 
rary Era’. The intellectual and military 
touch of al Qa’eda’s literature becomes 
all the more prominent in the pages of 
Shaykh Azzam’s brilliant book ‘Jihad of 
the Muslim Masses’. It is in this work of 


his that he praises the Afghans and their 
scholars for declaring takfeer on their 
rulers and kings, and adjudging them 
as apostates outside the fold of Islam. 
He heaped praise on the Afghans for re¬ 
belling against their rulers and toppling 
them, the same approach al Qa’eda 
later adopted with Karzai, Gadhafi, AN 
Saleh and other tyrants. 

Similarly, in his article ‘Qawaim Mu¬ 
hammad bin Maslama’ (Ad Dhakhair, 
2/120), Shaykh Azzam established the 
legal basis of assassinating the lead¬ 
ership of disbelief. He called for put¬ 
ting the names of prominent tyrants on 
a wanted list so as to exhort people to 
assassinate them. In his view, this was 
a forgotten Sunnah which needed to 
be revived in our age under the care¬ 
ful guidance of righteous scholars who 
possess the ability to lead people back 
to their Lord. 

To illustrate his point further, the Shaykh 
mentioned some assassinations and 
kidnappings that had occurred in Af¬ 
ghanistan. In this context, he specifi¬ 
cally mentioned the story of Maulavi Jal 
Ahmad Pashtoon, an evil scholar who 
was allied to the Najeeb government in 
Faryab. He described in detail how this 
puppet of Najeeb was murdered in front 
of his family, wife and children while 
asleep on his bed at night. The Shaykh 
not only praised this assassination but 
other similar acts. 

To emphasize what we have just ex¬ 
plained above, we will mention here a 
few examples of how the Shaykh re¬ 
jected the methodology of watering 
down the rulings of Fiqh and insisted on 
holding to the original rulings of Islamic 
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law- referred to as ‘the terrorist Fiqh of 
al Qa’eda’ by the author of the article. 
Here are some of the rulings and opin¬ 
ions found in his works: 

1. Muslims who cooperate 
with the occupying Russian 
forces are apostates. (1/301, 
2/347) 

2. Any Afghan prisoner who 
worked for the Najeeb gov¬ 
ernment is an apostate and 
may be killed, even if he re¬ 
pents. (1/303) 

3. Any Afghan woman who 
works for the Najeeb govern¬ 
ment is an apostate and may 
be killed. (1/303) 

4. Permissibility of killing an 
Afghan (Muslim) spy, even if 
he repents. (2/347) 

5. Takfeer of several rulers 
of Muslim countries, such 
as Abd an Nasir, Gadhafi, 
Saddam, Hafez al Asad, Za- 
hir Shah, Babrak Karmal, 
among others. (3/100) 

6. The Shaykh was of the 
opinion that there is no dif¬ 


ference between one who 
abandons Jihad and one 
who abandons prayer. 

7. The permissibility- in fact 
obligation- of committing 
suicide for a woman who is 
imprisoned and fears being 
raped. 

8. The permissibility of killing 
a disbeliever who is heard 
proclaiming the testimony 
of faith during an attack on 
an enemy fortress if there is 
fear of treachery from him. 

9. The need for men in the Af¬ 
ghan Jihad is direr than the 
need for money. 

Shaykh Azzam was among those very 
few contemporary scholars who openly 
excommunicated (i.e. declared Takfeer 
on) several rulers of Muslim countries. 
He was emphatic about their apostasy 
and ruled that those who support them 
within the military and security appara¬ 
tus are apostates and disbelievers like 
them. This alone throws sufficient light 
on the thinking and methodology of the 
Shaykh. 

In the second part of this article we 
will shed further light on this and other 
aspects of his thought which have re¬ 
mained somewhat hidden from public 
view, Inshallah. And all praise belongs 
to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
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Imam Alousi (may Allah have mercy 
on him), says in his tafseer, “It is said 
regarding the verse, ‘And stop them, 
verily they are accountable’ that it indi¬ 
cates that for the traveler (of life), for 
every juncture of his life, there is a pause 
of accountability (in the Hereafter) cor¬ 
responding to the gravity of that stage. 
He is responsible for fulfilling the duties 
of each stage of life he passes through. 
If he had fulfilled his duty duly, he will be 
allowed to move on; otherwise, he shall 
remain a hostage of his circumstances 
until he fulfills the rights due on him.” 
It is mentioned in Tafseer I bn e Katheer, 


“The verse, ‘And stop them, verily they 
are accountable’ means stop them until 
they are questioned about the actions 
and deeds performed by them in their 
worldly life.” 

The one who reflects on this verse and 
other verses revealed about the serious 
nature of responsibility understands that 
it is among the basic principles and pil¬ 
lars of establishing the Deen and of suc¬ 
cess on the Day when each soul shall 
stand before the Lord of the Worlds. The 
beloved and chosen Prophet of Allah, 
may peace be upon him, dedicated 
much efforts to instilling a sense of 
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responsibility among his noble Compan¬ 
ions. Ibn Umar (R.A) narrates on account 
of the Messenger of Allah (pbuh), ‘Each 
one of you is a guardian (like a shepherd), 
and each one of you is responsible for 
those in his care (like the shepherd’s re¬ 
sponsibility towards his herd). The Imam 
who is appointed over his people is re¬ 
sponsible for them. A man is a guardian 
of his family and he is responsible for tak¬ 
ing care of them. A woman is a guardian 
of her husband’s family and she is re¬ 
sponsible for their wellbeing. A slave is a 
guardian of his master’s wealth, and he is 
responsible for it. Verily, each one of you 
is a guardian responsible for those under 
his care.’ 

Perhaps the reader might question the 
relationship of this introduction with our 
topic: possessing a sense of responsibil¬ 
ity. What I have to offer here, with the help 
of Allah, is a perspective gained through 
field experience in an intelligence war 
that has lasted over two decades, and 
which has been the most relentless of its 
kind in contemporary Muslim history. One 
of the major failures of the Jihadi move¬ 
ment has been the unhindered ability of 
the enemy to gain access to vital intelli¬ 
gence. What enables the enemy to 
achieve this with consistency is a lack of 
sufficient sense of responsibility among 
some sections of the Mujahideen. It is no 
hidden fact that organizational work gen¬ 
erally- specifically in the case of Jihadi 
movements- consists of a network of in¬ 
teracting behavioural systems, woven 
into a loosely connected or centralized 
organizational structure. Due to its inter¬ 
active interlinked nature, each part of this 
system, directly or indirectly, influences 
the other parts. Any dysfunction or defect 


in one part of the system may, in some 
cases, has a severely disrupting effect on 
the entire system. 

Let us now illustrate this theoretical 
framework with some examples so that 
the picture may become somewhat clear¬ 
er. Let’s suppose that a group of Mujahi¬ 
deen work in a defined area. This group 
is further divided into smaller committees, 
each pursuing specific projects assigned 
to it. All of the Mujahideen are bound, in 
theory, by security protocols enforced by 
the leadership and security specialists. 
Setting up this security framework for the 
group 

to operate safely necessitates a lot of ef¬ 
forts, planning and finances, and this is 
obviously done to secure the lives of the 
Mujahideen and guarantee the continuity 
and survival of Jihadi work. Now let us 
suppose that within this group there is an 
element lacking a sufficient sense of re¬ 
sponsibility. Every now and then, he vio¬ 
lates some of the precautionary proto¬ 
cols; at times, he doesn’t accept anything 
less than the violation of all procedural 
rules, and may invent violations which no 
one had even imagined so as to place 
safeguards for prevention in the first 
place. All of this goes on unnoticed within 
the group, while the enemy, with all its 
technical, financial, and human resourc¬ 
es, is investing tremendous efforts in in¬ 
telligence gathering. The enemy is des¬ 
perately searching for any weak point 
which may enable it to inflict losses on 
the Mujahideen, hinder their work, or 
physically eliminate them. It then hits a 
jackpot in the form of this single irrespon¬ 
sible element. This brother, from being a 
Mujahid and Murabit, transforms into a 


strategic weapon in the enemy’s arse¬ 
nal. And so the enemy tries its best to 
protect and benefit from this element for 
as long as it possibly can. His name is 
then placed on a ‘whitelist’ of people 
who must not be targeted at any cost 
because of the intelligence value of their 
continued survival. This is because they, 
unknowingly, are offering services which 
the enemy could only have dreamt of. 
Verily, Allah alone suffices us, and He is 
the best of protectors. 

Dear reader, do not be misled into think¬ 
ing that the above example is a piece of 
my imagination. Rather, it is merely a 
brief illustration of several real life sto¬ 
ries that have repeatedly occurred and 
continue to recur. Such incidents have 
bled our hearts because they have re¬ 
sulted in the loss of the best of our sol¬ 
diers, the likes of whom are an excep¬ 
tionally rare commodity in this age. This 
irresponsible behaviour has caused the 
suspension of many projects for which 
tremendous human and material sacri¬ 
fices had been offered. It would not be 
an exaggeration to say that, in many 
cases, it is this attitude defined by bla¬ 
tantly gross negligence which has de¬ 
layed victory. 

Here, I would like to quote a few words 
from a talk of my beloved brother, Shaykh 
Abu Hurayrah Qasim al Reemi (may Al¬ 
lah protect him). This talk was aired as 
part of the valuable documentary film re¬ 
leased by al-Malahim, ‘Secrets, Dan¬ 
gers, and the Departure of the Finest of 
Men.’ It clearly illustrates the danger of 
an irresponsible Mujahid to the move¬ 
ment. The Shaykh, may Allah protect 
him, says, ‘After the withdrawal (from 
Mukalla) in 2011, we discovered a docu¬ 
ment sent by the National Security Di¬ 


rectorate warning against the assassi¬ 
nation of three brothers. These brothers, 
by God, are the best of the youth. Abu 
Baseer (may Allah have mercy on him) 
called me and gave me this document. 
He told me to talk to the brothers... three 
of them... two of them have been killed 
and one is alive. Three brothers whose 
assassination is prohibited by the Na¬ 
tional Security Directorate! Why? They 
are the best of our brothers, but they 
have all the latest news about the or¬ 
ganization. And they communicate with 
people, take information from them, give 
updates. All the enemy does is monitors 
their mobile phones. The result: all the 
information they possess reaches the 
enemy as well.’ 

Here, I would like to quote an extract 
from an important letter that was sent to 
Shaykh Osama (may Allah have mercy 
on him) almost ten years back. It sheds 
light on the fact that the lack of responsi¬ 
bility in a Mujahid makes him even more 
dangerous than a spy. The author of the 
letter says, ‘As I had pointed out earlier, 
it is no hidden secret that intelligence 
gathering is the fundamental element in 
intelligence operations. There is a valu¬ 
able intelligence asset in the area, which 
continuously provides a flow of informa¬ 
tion to the enemy, and the enemy never 
gets tired of exploiting this asset. It is 
mobile and internet communication from 
Waziristan with the outside world. Even 
more dangerous is the fact that there 
are elements in the field who are ex¬ 
tremely difficult to control, and who do 
not hesitate to say anything on phones 
or on the internet. I do not exaggerate 
when I say that they pose a threat more 
dangerous than spies. 
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Even though this lack of caution in com¬ 
munication may not appear to most as 
the prime cause of enemy strikes against 
the Mujahideen, I have, through real-life 
experience of Jihad, come to the conclu¬ 
sion that it indeed is the primary cause 
of our security-related losses since our 
withdrawal from Afghanistan to date.’ 
Lack of any sense of responsibility, an¬ 
archic tendencies, and reckless, negli¬ 
gent behaviour constitute the deadliest 
of diseases that can proliferate in the 
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ranks of the Jihad movement. These 
are, without doubt, among the leading 
causes of the internal collapse of Islamic 
organizations that resist modern igno¬ 
rance. As a result, years of efforts, con¬ 
tributions, and sacrifices go in vain. The 
matter is extremely grave and the rami¬ 
fications are serious. Sensible people 
amongst the cadres and leadership 
must take decisive steps to counter this 
deadly disease. Irresponsible elements 
must be stopped and held accountable 




..Three brothers whose assassination 
is prohibited by the National Security 
Directorate! Why? They are the best 
of our brothers, but they have all the 
latest news about the organization. And 
they communicate with people, take 
information from them, give updates. 
All the enemy does is monitors their 
mobile phones. The result: all the 
information they possess reaches the 
enemy as well. 


Shaylch Abu Hurayrah Qasim al Reemi 
(may Allah protect him) 


ia 


using all possible Shari’i, rational and 
wise means, or else the ship will sink, 
with all those onboard. 

Imam Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on 
him) narrates this hadeeth in Sahih al 
Bukhari, ‘Abu Naeem narrated to us on 
account of Zakariya, who said that I 
heard Amir say that Nauman bin Basheer 
(R.A) heard the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) say, The parable of one who safe¬ 
guards the boundaries set by Allah and 
the one who violates is that of a people 


who enter a ship. Some of them enter 
the first floor, while others occupy the 
upper floor. Those on the lower floor, 
when they want water, approach those 
on the second floor, and suggest to them 
that they would like to drill a hole in the 
lower floor to get water without causing 
any harm to those on the upper floor. If 
those on the upper floor do not stop 
those on the lower floor, everyone on¬ 
board will sink. And if they stop them, 
everyone will be saved.’ 
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THE ABYSMAL STATE 
OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 

/////////////////////////^^^^ 

CNN recently issued a report summarizing the state of the 
stock and share market from 1981 to 2019. We will offer here a 
brief commentary on this report titled ‘From Reagan to Trump: 
Here’s how stocks performed under each President’. 

The report begins with a graph showing the rise in stock prices 
under each President, beginning from Raegan. 
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During Raegan’s tenure, the S&P 500 index rose by 118%, primarily due to Raegan’s 
tax cut and interest rate increase monetary policies. This policy sought to mitigate 
the effects of increased military spending in the later stages of the Cold War against 
the USSR. To this end, Raegan was definitely successful. 



Bush Sr/s Tenure: 
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Under Bush Sr. the S&P Index rose by 51% due to the debt and savings crisis and 
the Gulf war. Oil prices doubled after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Due to slow eco¬ 
nomic growth, Bush Sr. ended up losing the next Presidential election, which saw 
Clinton’s rise to Presidency. 
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During Clinton’s presidency, the S&P In¬ 
dex rose by 210%, thanks to the IT Rev¬ 
olution and the new economic horizons 
opened in its wake. Clinton’s years saw 
America enjoying highest growth rates 
in contemporary times. There was a 4% 


Bush Jr.'s Tenure: 
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increase in the GDP, unemployment 
dropped by 4%. The Nasdaq Index rose 
by 7 times between 1993 and 200. This 
rapid upturn generated immense wealth 
in the US, however dotcom bubble was 
now ready to burst. 
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Investors had reposed great confidence Index dropped by 40%, perhaps the 
in Bush Jr. They expected him to restore worst downturn in recent American his- 
America’s economic standing. However, tory. Bush Jr. had inherited the legacy of 
they were in for a rude shock. The S&P the dotcom bubble, which had induced 
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a recession in late 2001. The 9/11 attacks 
only made things worse for an already 
ailing economy. 



Economic growth picked up between 
2004-5. This is primarily attributed to low 
interest rate and the housing industry 
boom. However, the housing boom 
turned into a bubble. When the bubble 
burst, America was faced with the moth¬ 
er of all financial crises and a dangerous 
recession whose impact was felt even 
across the Atlantic. By 2008, the GDP 
had dropped by 8.4%, unemployment 
was high and the S&P index registered 
a drop of 38%. 2008 was America’s 
worst year since the Great Depression. 



Some of the companies that went bankrupt during the 


2008 crisis 
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The Wall Street collapse continued dur¬ 
ing the first few months of Obama’s 
presidency. The financial and automo¬ 
bile sector were on the verge of total col¬ 


lapse, until the government finally inter¬ 
vened. Unemployment rose to a worrying 
10% in 2009. In the second quarter of 
2009, the stock market finally showed 
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some signs of slow recovery. This was 
the beginning of the longest bullish trend 
in American history. 

The way out of the recession was slow 
and painful. In spite of government inter¬ 
vention, GDP growth did not rise above 
3% during Obama’s presidency. 
In an attempt to spur economic growth, 
the Federal Reserve pushed easy 


money into the economy, which 
led to a revival of the stocks and 
a threefold increase in its value. 
However, this resulted in increasing 
economic inequality and poor 
distribution of wealth. Given the racial 
tensions that have been ncreasing in 
the US in recent times, this was not a 
good omen. 


Trump’s Tenure: 
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The stock market responded to Trump’s 
victory with a sharp bullish trend. The 
billionaire’s economic agenda of encour¬ 
aging private investment, lowering taxes 
on big businesses, deregulating the 
economy and infrastructure spending 
pushed the Dow Jones Index from 18332 
points on election day to 21000 points 
by March 2017. By late 2017, the Dow 
Jones Index was hovering around 26000 
points, while growth had increased by 
4%. In the early part of Trump’s tenure, 
unemployment dropped by 3.7%, while 
the corporate sector registered a con¬ 
sistent increase in its profits. 

However, the economic revival ushered 


in by Trump was slowed down by the 
negative outfall of low tax rates and the 
trade wars initiated by him. As a result, 
the stock market touched record lows in 
2018. 

After this quick summary of CNN’s re¬ 
port, here is our take on the issue: 

A quick look at the graph at the begin¬ 
ning of the article, whether from the 
standpoint of an economist or a layman, 
reveals the massive downturn in the 
economy during the tenure of Bush Jr. 
The stock index slumped by 40% during 
a period that is often described as one 
of the worst in American economic 
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history. These statistics reveals the dam¬ 
age done to the American economy by 
the 9/11 raids, and all praise belongs to 
Allah alone. What bled the American 
economy during this period were two 
highly costly and damaging wars waged 
by America against Muslims. To this day, 
America is swamped in the Afghan quag¬ 
mire, unable to extricate itself from the 
longest war in American histofy. 

If this graph reveals anything, it is that 
America before 9/11 was different from 
America after 9/11. It is noticeable that 
economists generally tend to overlook 
or avoid discussing the economic fallout 
of the 9/11 attacks. However, the truth, 
no matter how painful, does surface at 
times, as it did in this report of CNN. In 
words that convey the agony caused by 
these attacks, the author of the report 
admits that 9/11 exacerbated the eco¬ 
nomic crisis that America had been fac¬ 
ing. 

Perhaps the reader will notice that the 
author of the report described the impact 
of the 9/11 attacks as ‘deep’, in simple 
words, ‘long-term’. It is evident from the 
tone of the report that the author seeks 
to project Obama’s apparent success in 
bringing the economy out of a severe 
crisis, while at the same time downplay¬ 
ing Trump’s economic performance. 
This particular line is part of a smear 
campaign targeting Trump, and which is 
likely to gather pace as America ap¬ 
proaches the Presidential elections of 
2020. The report, however, largely over¬ 
looks an important fact, one that is men¬ 
tioned only in passing, without any sta¬ 
tistical analysis: Obama’s economic 
success had high socio-political and 


economic costs that are not revealed by 
mere numbers. The Obama administra¬ 
tion pumped massive amounts of gov¬ 
ernment money to rescue and rehabili¬ 
tate inefficient and corrupt corporations 
that were on the verge of collapse. Oba¬ 
ma clearly referred to this approach in 
one of his statements when he said that 
he had inherited an unprecedented fi¬ 
nancial crisis that had hit capital markets 
and forced his administration to take 
radical steps to save the financial sys¬ 
tem and revive the automobile industry. 
It forced his administration to purchase 
large shares in the private sector with 
public money for the simple reason that 
he wanted these corporations to contin¬ 
ue functioning. 
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The immediate cost of this policy was a in America’s public debt in three dec- 
tremendous increase in America’s debt, ades, specifically after 9/11 and during 
The following graph shows the increase Obama’s two terms: 



A quick look at the graph reveals the 
sharp spike in American debt after 9/11. 
By 2018, it had jumped to 23 trillion dol¬ 
lars from a base level of 5.8 trillion dol¬ 
lars. If we compare the decades before 
and after 9/11, we see that the decade 
prior to 2001 saw a rise of 2.5 trillion dol¬ 
lars while the post-9/11 decade wit¬ 
nessed a quadruple rise of 9 trillion dol¬ 
lars. During Obama’s two terms, the rise 
was meteoric, as it exceeded 10 trillion 
dollars. This somewhat explains the arti¬ 
ficial improvement in the state of the 
American economy. It is in essence a 
nominal increase in growth against mas¬ 
sive spikes in debt, which n simple 
words translates into bankruptcy that 
could trigger a major economic crisis. 
And this is what many economic experts 
predict. We pray to Allah that it actualiz¬ 
es sooner than later. 

Interest-based economies carry the 
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seeds of their own destruction. All that 
the Mujahideen need to do is to expend 
their efforts to exacerbate the natural 
consequences of a usurious system that 
is described by the Quran as war against 
God... ‘So anticipate war from Allah and 
His Messenger.’ 

Syed Qutb (may Allah have mercy on 
him) says, The curse of a usurious sys¬ 
tem is that it creates an economy which 
grows, but not in a proportional and just 
manner whereby the benefits are equal¬ 
ly distributed among mankind. Rather 
the growth of an interest-based econo¬ 
my is tilted in favor of a small group of 
financiers who profit from usurious 
transactions from the luxury of their of¬ 
fices. They offer loans to traders and in¬ 
dustrialists against a guaranteed return 
in the form of a fixed rate of interest. 
They lead trade and industry on a course 
which does not take into account 
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the interests of mankind, nor does it ful¬ 
fill their essential needs. Organized work 
or a secure subsistence that can offer 
some peace of mind and act as social 
security for the masses is not the aim of 
this profiteering business. Rather its only 
aim is higher and higher levels of inter¬ 
est, even if it impoverishes millions, de¬ 
stroys their livelihood and sows fear, 
doubt, and anxiety in the lives of all. Al¬ 
lah (swt) describes this condition in this 
verse, Those who devour usury will not 
stand except as one whom Satan by his 
touch has driven to madness.’ We are 
seeing this condition actualize in front of 
us at a global scale today. 

Shaykh Osama (may Allah have mercy 
on him) was a businessman of the high¬ 
est caliber, and he hailed from a trading 
family. He fully understood America’s 
vulnerability. With the blessing of Allah, 
he and his brothers targeted America at 
two pivotal points: Firstly, the symbol of 
its economic prowess, the World Trade 
Center, which had the head offices of 
most of the major American and multina¬ 
tional corporations; and secondly, the 
Pentagon, the symbol of its military 
might. He embroiled America in the 
swamp of two wars from which it is yet to 
extricate itself. After the attacks, he 
would often inquire about the economic 
impact of the attacks, unlike most others 
who would limit the discussion to casu¬ 
alties. The truth is that the Mujahideen 
understand the nature of the war against 
America, and this is why they had prior¬ 
itized targeting the American economy 
which enables America to maintain its 
global military dominance in the first 
place. 

In this context, we would encourage 


Muslims, specifically specialists in econ¬ 
omy and finance, to find loopholes in the 
American economic structure and find 
new ways of exploiting America’s eco¬ 
nomic vulnerabilities, thereby continuing 
with what Shaykh Osama had begun. 
Perhaps in coming issues we may ex¬ 
plore this topic further. 
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Umaymah Hasan Ahmad 



To begin with I put my trust in Al¬ 
lah, the Eternal, the Lord of All that 
exists. There is no help or power 
except with Allah, the Lofty, the 
Great. I send peace and blessings 
upon the one who was sent as 
mercy to the Worlds, the master of 
all existence, and upon his family, 
companions and those who follow 
them in good faith. 

I had been repeatedly requested 
by some of my Muhajir sisters to 
record some significant incidents I 
had witnessed during the last Cru¬ 
sader campaign against Afghani¬ 
stan. I had compiled some of these 
events earlier, but unfortunately it 
was all lost. I then made a firm re¬ 
solve that I shall rewrite every¬ 
thing. However, for long the con¬ 
stantly changing circumstances of 
Hijrah prevented me from doing 
so. 

I then began penning down some 
of these memoirs as my own per¬ 
sonal testimony on the crimes that 
America has committed- and con¬ 
tinues to do so- against Muslims. It 
is merely a humble effort to en¬ 
lighten the Ummah about the ex¬ 
tent of American animosity and 
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hatred towards Islam and Muslims. What 
follows is a narration of just one of the 
many timeless stories of sacrifice and 
selflessness involving the immigrant Mu¬ 
jahideen in Afghanistan. 

I immigrated to Afghanistan in 1996 after 
circumstances had become extremely 
testing for the Mujahideen elsewhere. 
The Islamic Emirate emerged in Afghani¬ 
stan, under the leadership of the Leader 
of the Believers, Mullah Muhammad 
Umar (may Allah accept him), emerged 
at a time when almost all doors had been 
closed for the Mujahideen. Large num¬ 
bers of Mujahideen emigrated to this 
blessed land, to be hosted by an upright 
and honourable nation that accorded 
them the warmest of welcomes. The time 
we spent under the shade of the Islamic 
Emirate was undoubtedly the most beau¬ 
tiful period of our lives. 

America and its toadies, however, could 
not tolerate the coming together of such 
a group of people. It was the second time 
after the war against the Soviets that the 
Afghans had started mingling with the Ar¬ 
abs. The first time this phenomenon oc¬ 
curred, Russia was badly defeated and 
forced to flee from the defiant land of Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

This time around, Arabs and Afghans 
came together under the shade of a just 
Islamic Emirate. Blessed with real free¬ 
dom, they set out to prepare themselves 
for the fight against Jews, Christians and 
their treacherous hirelings who had rav¬ 
aged Muslim lands, plundered its natural 
resources, and humiliated its inhabitants. 
And so America, the Jews, and their toad¬ 
ies were overcome by fear and an urgen¬ 
cy to destroy this newborn Islamic Emir¬ 
ate while it was still in its infancy. The 
American plots against the Islamic Emir- 
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ate culminated in a full-fledged aerial 
campaign and invasion aimed at ensur¬ 
ing that Muslims do not have an Islamic 
State where they can take refuge. Amer¬ 
ica used 9/11 as a convenient excuse to 
topple the Islamic Emirate. At the time, 
many in the world believed that America 
had the right to respond to the 9/11 at¬ 
tacks, but they forgot- or perhaps chose 
to ignore- the fact that the cause of these 
attacks was the extreme oppression per¬ 
petrated by America against the Muslim 
masses, its support for Israeli crimes 
against the defiant Palestinian nation, 
and the imposition of corrupt and tyranni¬ 
cal regimes in Arab and Muslim coun¬ 
tries. 

As the unjust invasion of Afghanistan be¬ 
gan, we were forced to leave our homes 
in Kabul at dawn. I was with my former 
husband, Tariq Anwar Sayyed (may Allah 
have mercy on him), his second wife, 
Sayyida Ahmad Halawa- the widow of 
the martyr Ahmad Najjar (may Allah have 
mercy on him). After the martyrdom of 
the latter, she had been married to Tariq 
Anwar. She remained with him for eight 
months until he was martyred. 
Accompanying us was Nasr Fahmi Nasr, 
his wife, Umm Ayaat Sa’adiya Ahmad 
Buyyomi, and her children (may Allah 
have mercy on them all). Umm Ayaat 
Sa’adiya was the widow of the martyr 
Nazih Nushi Rashid (may Allah have 
mercy on him). After his martyrdom, Nasr 
Fahmi Nasr married her, and together 
they departed for the Hereafter. Umm 
Fatima Izzah Anwar Nuwair (may Allah 
have mercy on her), the wife of Dr. Ayman 
al Zawahiri, was also with us alongside 
her four children. At this time, Dr. Ayman 
was in Tora Bora with Shaykh Osama 
(may Allah have mercy on him). Abdullah 
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Muhammad al Sayyed and his wife 
Khadija, the daughter of the martyred 
Shaykh Abu Ismail Ahmad Bisyoni al Du- 
waydar, along with her little daughter and 
son were also accompanying us in our 
journey. May Allah have mercy on them 
all! 

Together, all of us headed for Khost 
where a brother, Abu Hamza al Jawfi 
(may Allah have mercy on him), was wait¬ 
ing for us. We remained at his place for a 
week. We left Umm Fatima, Umm Ayaat, 
Khadija, and their children with Umm 
Hamza al Jawfi and headed for Wardak. 
In Wardak, we stayed at the house of 
Ustadh Muhammad Yasir (may Allah ac¬ 
cept him) for two months. We then moved 
to Tashrakh, where all of us got together 
again with our children and husbands, 
except for Dr. Ayman al Zawahiri. 

We remained at the house in Tashrakh 
for two to three weeks and felt some 
sense of stability. However, as one dis¬ 
trict after another fell to the Northern Alli¬ 
ance, things were changing fast on the 
ground. Tashrakh was part of Logar prov¬ 
ince, so when Logar fell, my husband and 
the rest of the brothers started fearing for 
our safety. The Northerners had come 
dangerously close to our area, and so we 
decided to leave for Qandahar. It was 
early afternoon and just before we left, 
the locals informed us that the road to 
Qandahar had been closed by tanks, that 
there was intensive air patrolling along 
this route, and that any cars on this road 
risked being targeted from the air. After 
we had all sat in our cars, ready to set off 
for Qandahar, the locals convinced us to 
return to their home. They assured us, 
There is no problem, Inshallah. We are 
with you.’ 

However, there was intense aerial activi¬ 


ty in the skies above us. The situation did 
not forebode well. The brothers decided 
to relocate to Khost at night. We took 
some of our stuff and boarded the vehi¬ 
cles. The caravan was arranged in the 
same familiar order: a bus carrying my 
former husband, Tariq, myself, Sayyada 
Halawa and her five children; another 
carrying Nasr Fahmi Nasr, his wife and 
seven children, along with the Dr.’s wife 
and her four children; and a car with Mu¬ 
hammad Sayyed, his wife, Khadija- 
daughter of Shaykh Abu Ismail- and their 
two children onboard. 

Around eight p.m. we left for our next 
destination. It was November, and the air 
was biting cold. We moved at a quick 
pace. The Taliban were present along the 
entire route, redirecting vehicles to safer 
routes, informing them about roads that 
had been cut off by the Northern Alliance. 
With fighter jets thundering above us in 
the skies, we were constantly on the 
alert, remembering Allah at each mo¬ 
ment. When we arrived at Gardez, we 
were surprised by the presence of a large 
group of Taliban along the main road. It 
was almost 11 p.m. They warned us of 
the danger awaiting us ahead. To our dis¬ 
may, the road to Khost had been closed. 
And so we landed at the house of Shaykh 
Jalal ud Din Haqqani in Gardez. The 
house was huge, built originally as a 
guest house. All of us headed for the sec¬ 
ond floor; women and children in one 
room, men and the boys in the other room 
facing ours, with a long corridor separat¬ 
ing the two, the washroom located at one 
of its end. As we lodged in our rooms, the 
noise of the jets became louder and loud¬ 
er. One of the sisters suggested to Khadi¬ 
ja that she wanted to see her husband 
and ask him about the aircrafts hovering 
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above us. She stepped out of the room 
and asked her husband. He reassured her 
that it was all well and that we should re¬ 
pose our trust in Allah. The sister returned 
to our room and conveyed this reassur¬ 
ance to us. Umm Ayaat responded to her, 
her face radiating the sense of serenity 
and joy within her, ‘Perhaps Allah will grant 
us martyrdom while we are asleep. Final¬ 
ly, I will get the chance to see my Lord in 
Paradise.’ Her daughter, Ayaat, was talk¬ 
ing to me. I noticed a joyful expression on 
her face which had become visibly beauti¬ 
ful. I said, ‘You are looking so beautiful to¬ 
day.’ She replied laughingly, ‘Aunt, you al¬ 
ways overpraise me!’ I remember that she 
had committed the entire Quran to memo¬ 
ry, and her recitation was outstanding. 
May Allah accept them all! 

We had all prayed Maghreb and Isha’a to¬ 
gether. However, Khadija bint Abi Ismail 
hadn’t yet prayed. So she got 
up to pray, with her two children 
sitting at her feet. We started to arrange 
the room for sleeping, the mattresses ar¬ 
ranged on the right side. As we 
started saying the night adhkaar (prayers), 
the sound of the aircrafts seemed ever 
more distant. A mysterious calm had taken 
over. Out of nowhere, 
the first missile struck. Before I could even 
notice, the roof had collapsed on top of us. 
It was all too dramatic, shocking beyond 
words. The first to attain martyrdom was 
Umm Ayaat, her daughter, Ayaat, and her 
younger sister, Ayesha, Hafsa’s twin, just 
a year and three months old. Hafsa sur¬ 
vived, while Ayesha was martyred. The 
younger son of Umm Ayaat, Muhammad, 
was crying in pain, ‘Aunt, get me out of 
this.’ I responded, ‘By God, my son! I can¬ 
not move at all.’ The roof was pressing on 
us. I could hear Umm Fatima call me, say- 
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ing, ‘Please lift the rock from my chest.’ 
Weeping, all I could tell her was that I 
could not move. Soon, their voices were 
no more. Muhammad, Umm Fatima... 
may Allah accept them. 

Khadija was praying when the missile 
struck. She fell on my legs. I could hear a 
suffocating sound coming from her. I des¬ 
perately tried to extend my hand so as to 
remove the quilt over her. Perhaps the 
quilt was suffocating her. But to no avail. I 
could not move an inch. The roof was 
pressing heavily on my left shoulder. 
Beneath the roof with me were Sayyada 
Halawa, his son, Tasneem, two and a half 
years old, and Salah, four years old. Salah 
was martyred three years back in Afghan¬ 
istan while participating in a raid against 
the apostate National Army. As for us, we 
were not harmed in the least. A bookshelf 
that was just behind us in the room came 
between us and the roof, protecting us 
from the roof directly pressing on us. Sud¬ 
denly, I could hear footsteps on the roof. I 
was surprised. We shouted in the hope 
that our voices would echo out from the 
small opening in the roof just above us 
and reach whoever was walking on the 
collapsed roof. To our surprise, they were 
the daughters of Umm Ayaat: Hajar, thir¬ 
teen years old, who was sleeping at the 
time of the missile strike with her younger 
sister, Hafsa, later rescued from the rub¬ 
ble, her eleven years old sister, Eeman, 
Khadeeja, the daughter of Dr. Ayman, 
eleven years old as well. They had all 
emerged from underneath the rubble on 
their own. 

We shouted to them, ‘Can you open a 
hole from which we may climb out?’ 

They said, ‘We can’t.’ 

Suddenly, we heard men shouting to us in 
Arabic, ‘Can anyone hear us?’ 
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The girls who had emerged from the rub¬ 
ble responded to them. However, to our 
dismay, the aircrafts were back thunder¬ 
ing overhead once again. The voices of 
those above us became distant, while the 
roaring sound of the jet was once again 
too close for comfort. Another missile was 
launched at us. The girls, we found out 
later, had seen the jet firing the missile. 
Gripped by fear, all they did was turn to¬ 
wards a wall that was still standing in the 
courtyard, reclining their faces against 
the wall. The missile struck the roof, a 
huge flame made its way through the 
gaps in the rubble. Yet it did something no 
one had expected. The wave generated 
by the blast had lifted the roof from above 
us. We could finally move. 

The girls were forcefully thrown against 
the wall by the wave of the blast. Thank¬ 
fully, they did survive. The second missile 
had created an opening for Nabeela, the 
daughter of Dr. Ayman. She was able to 
emerge unscathed from it. The men re¬ 
turned once again. They immediately 
evacuated the girls to a nearby home and 
began digging an opening in the roof so 
as to pull us out. They first pulled out Haf¬ 
sa, the daughter of Nasr Fahmi. She was 
immediately taken to the Red Crescent’s 
clinic. After her, Muhammad bin Nasr, 
four years old, was pulled out. His wounds, 
however, were serious. A few hours later, 
the little angel breathed his last.The men 
worked desperately to remove the rubble 
and create an opening from which we 
could come out. I remember them con¬ 
stantly praying to Allah and reminding us 
of Allah, saying, ‘Say: La ilaha ila Allah, al 
Haleem al Kareem, La ilaha ila Allah, al 
Azeem al Haleem, La ilaha ila Allah, Rab 
as Samawaat w Rab al Ardh, Rab al Arsh 
al Kareem. (There is no God but Allah, 


the Merciful, the Generous. There is no 
God but Allah, the Great, the Merciful. 
There is no God but Allah, the Lord of the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Lord of the 
Magnificent Throne).They were finally 
able to dig a small hole from which they 
evacuated Salah and Tasneem. They 
took them to the clinic. They then started 
working on expanding the hole until Sayy¬ 
ada Halawa too was able to come out of 
it. Shaykh Jalal Haqqani, from above the 
collapsed roof, called out to me, ‘Sister, 
give me your hand.’ I hesitated at first. By 
then, the aircrafts were back again, hov¬ 
ering right above us. I stayed back in the 
hope that I would attain martyrdom this 
time. Shaykh Jalal shouted to me, ‘Sister, 
please extend your hand, the jets are 
right above us.’ I extended my hand. He 
pulled me strongly until I was able to 
emerge from the rubble. As I moved away 
from the rubble, I saw my most precious, 
beloved sister, Sayyeda Halawa, waiting 
for me. The Afghan brothers, may Allah 
reward them greatly, immediately took us 
to a bus. They reassured us, saying, ‘Do 
not be afraid, we shall take you all to a 
safe place, Inshallah.’ We kept asking 
them, ‘Where are the children who sur¬ 
vived? Where are the girls?’ So they took 
us first to the Red Crescent’s clinic. There 
we found Salah and Tasneem, sons of 
Sayyada Halawa, and Hafsa, the daugh¬ 
ter of Nasr Fahmi. Sayyada Halawa em¬ 
braced her sons, weeping profusely. I 
embraced Hafsa, with tears flowing down 
my cheeks. 

One of the men accompanying us asked, 
‘Is she your daughter?’ 

‘Yes, she is’, I replied. 

Concerned that it had gotten late, we 
quickly left this place to meet up with the 
girls. 


ISSUE #1 



f f (ft he America ns refuseto llstento our advice a nd the good ness, 
I gutd a Me and righteousness that we call them to, they will 
* * lose this Crusade that B>ush began, just like the previous 
Crusades In which they were humiliated at the V\avids of the 
Mujahideen, forced to flee to their lauds disgracefully. (f the 
Avuertcaus do not respond positively to our offer, then their 
fate will be that of the Soviets who fled from Afghanistan to 
deal with the repurcusslons of their military failure, political 
breakup. Ideological defeat, and economic bankruptcy. 

A Letter to the American Public, 2002 
Sheikh Osama bin Laden (may Allah have mercy on him) 





